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Consumers Start 
Using Coverage 
From Health Law 

ROBERT PEAR 
ABBY GOODNOUGH 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Kathy Horn- 
bach of Tucson, Ariz., is not 
wasting any time before 
using her new health in¬ 
surance coverage, which 
took effect on New Year’s 
Day. 



William Hannah, who has 
had no health insurance for 
the past 20 years, but is now 
covered as of New Year's Day, 
at his home in Cleveland, Ga. 

(V. Kippelen/NYT) 

Hornbach, 57, has an ap¬ 
pointment with a cardiolo¬ 
gist this week for a stress 
test. 

“I’ve had some heart pal¬ 
pitations, and my mom’s 
side has a history of heart 
problems starting early," 
she said Wednesday in a 
telephone interview. “So 
it’s mostly just to double¬ 
check that everything is 
OK." 

Hornbach, a breast cancer 
survivor who retired early 
from the technology in¬ 
dustry, said that insurance 
companies in Arizona had 
refused to cover her. 


Continued on page 5 



A pedestrian walks through the snow outside the state Capitol on Thursday, Jan. 2,2014, in Albany, N.Y. Up to 5 inches of snow have 
fallen in eastern New York Thursday, but the National Weather Service said some areas from Buffalo to Albany could get up to 12 
inches by the time the storm subsides on Friday. 

(AP Photo/Mike Groll) 

Fierce winter storm pushes into the Northeast 


RODRIQUE NGOWI 
JOHN CHRISTOFFERSEN 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — A storm ex¬ 
pected to bring more than 
a foot of snow, powerful 
winds and punishing cold 
pushed into the Northeast 
on Thursday, extending 
Christmas break for some 
students while posing the 
first test for New York’s new 
mayor and perhaps the last 
challenge for Boston’s out¬ 
going one. 

Some schools in New Eng¬ 
land and New York closed 


well ahead of the snow, 
while cities mobilized plows 
and salt spreaders, and 
state offices sent workers 
home early. Some major 
highways were ordered 
closed overnight. U.S. air¬ 
lines canceled more than 
1,800 flights nationwide on 
Thursday in advance of the 
storm. 

The heavy weather began 
rolling in just a day after 
New York Mayor Bill de Bla- 
sio was sworn in to lead the 
nation’s largest city and 
a few days before Boston 


Mayor Thomas Menino 
ends 20 years in office. 
Menino announced a 
parking ban and said 
schools would be closed 
Friday in Boston, where up 
to 14 inches of snow was 
expected. Boston’s airport 
said it would not handle 
any flights after 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday. 

“What a New Year’s gift, to 
receive one last snowstorm 
as mayor,” said Menino, 
whose successor takes of¬ 
fice Monday. 

De Blasio, who as pub¬ 


lic advocate in 2010 criti¬ 
cized predecessor Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg for his 
handling of a post-Christ- 
mas storm, said hundreds 
of plows and salt spreaders 
would be on the streets as 
soon as the snow started 
falling Thursday night. 

“We have to get it right, no 
question about it,” de Bla¬ 
sio said. “We are focused 
like a laser on protecting 
this city and getting every¬ 
one ready." 


Continued on page 4 
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Antarctica: 

Helicopter rescues 52 passengers from trapped ship 





Passengers from the trapped Russian vessel MV Akademik Shokalskiy, seen at right, prepare to 
board the Chinese helicopter Xueying 12 in the Antarctic Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Xinhua, Zhang Jiansong) 


ALAN COWELL 
EDWARD WONG 
© 2014 New York Times 
LONDON - In a dramatic 
operation displaying un¬ 
usual international har¬ 
mony in one of the world’s 
most remote and inhospi¬ 
table places, a red-and- 
white Chinese helicopter 


Thursday rescued 52 pas¬ 
sengers trapped for more 
than a week aboard an 
icebound Russian research 
ship in Antarctica, ferrying 
them a dozen at a time to 
an Australian icebreaker. 
The helicopter, based on 
a Chinese icebreaker, the 
Xue Long, or Snow Dragon, 


flew several sorties across 
miles of packed ice to 
pluck scientists, tourists and 
journalists from a makeshift 
landing zone next to the 
marooned MV Akademik 
Shokalskiy research vessel. 
The Russian ship was sur¬ 
rounded by such a dense 
and extensive pack of ice 


that it could not move and 
vessels designed to break 
through ice could not get 
near. 

As the rescue got under¬ 
way with the arrival of 
the Chinese helicopter, 
Chris Turney, a leader of 
the research expedition 
and a professor of climate 
change at the University of 
New South Wales in Austra¬ 
lia, said in a message on 
Twitter that the “Chinese 
helicopter has arrived @ 
the Shokalskiy. It’s 100% 
we’re off! A huge thanks to 
all.” 

The rescue was closely fol¬ 
lowed around the world by 
scientists and others, with 
journalists on board send¬ 
ing progress reports as the 
passengers were lifted to 
safety aboard the Austra¬ 
lian icebreaker, the Aurora 
Australis. 

Before the operation be¬ 
gan, rescuers said they 
were worried that the 
weather would turn bad 
and prevent the helicopter 
from flying. 

But, several hours later, Tur¬ 
ney sent another message 
on Twitter saying: “We’ve 


made it to the Aurora aus¬ 
tralis safe & sound,” offer¬ 
ing a “huge thanks” to the 
rescuers. The Australian 
Maritime Safety Agency, 
which coordinated the res¬ 
cue, said the crew of the 
Aurora Australis had con¬ 
firmed that the 52 passen¬ 
gers were on board. 

The ship is to take the res¬ 
cued passengers to the 
Australian island state of 
Tasmania, arriving there in 
mid-January. 

Separately, the 22 crew 
members of the Russian 
research ship planned to 
stay on board until the ice 
releases its grip. The ship 
was well-stocked for a long 
voyage, passengers said. 
The 233-foot Russian re¬ 
search ship had been 
lodged in the ice since 
Dec. 24, when power¬ 
ful winds encircled it with 
packed ice near Cape de 
la Motte, about 1,700 miles 
south of Hobart, Tasmania. 
The ship had set sail from 
Bluff, New Zealand, on Dec. 
8, embarking on a planned 
monthlong voyage known 
as the Australasian Antarc¬ 
tic Expedition.□ 


Toronto Mayor Rob Ford flies ballot to run again 


CHARMAINE NORONHA 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Toronto 
Mayor Rob Ford has put 
his name on the ballot to 
run for another term, defy¬ 
ing repeated calls for him 
to step down after admit¬ 
ting he smoked crack “in a 
drunken stupor.” 

Ford was the first candi¬ 
date to show up at City Hall 
when registration opened 
Thursday for the city’s mu¬ 
nicipal election Oct. 27. 

He promised “Ford more 
years,” the Toronto Star re¬ 
ported. 

He also called himself “the 
best mayor this city has 
ever had.” 

“If you want to get per¬ 
sonal, that’s fine," Ford told 
reporters, according to the 
Star. “I’m sticking to my 
record, and talk is cheap. 
You’re going to see action 
like you’ve never seen be¬ 
fore.” 

He was more restrained on 


Twitter, tweeting a photo 
of himself signing up to run 
again and saying simply, 
“Just filed my paperwork 
for the 2014 election. Vote 
on October 27th.” 

The conservative mayor of 
Canada’s largest city has 
said he would run again, 
even after the revelations 
last year about his drug use 
pushed him into the inter¬ 
national media spotlight. 
Ford has faced intense 
pressure to resign over that 
and other erratic behav¬ 
ior that has embarrassed 
many Canadians. 

The Toronto City Council 
has stripped Ford of most 
of his powers, 

but he continues to re¬ 
ceive support from some 
in the city’s more conser¬ 
vative suburbs. He first won 
as mayor by promising to 
“stop the gravy train" of 
government spending. 
Reactions were swift but 
mixed Thursday after Ford 



Toronto Mayor Rob Ford officially shows his passport to a city clerk Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014, as he 
registered as a candidate for the city's 2014 municipal election in October. 

(AP Photo/Victor Biro) 


signed up to run again. 
“That pathetic excuse for a 
mayor should get the hell 
out and stop embarrass¬ 
ing this beautiful city," said 
Inna Evtoushenko, 36, a To¬ 
ronto resident. 


Derek Killins disagreed. 
“Other than embarrass the 
hell out of himself and the 
city as a public figure, has 
he done anything pertain¬ 
ing to his job that was det¬ 
rimental to the city’s well¬ 


being from a financial or 
economical standpoint?" 
the resident of neighbor¬ 
ing Waterloo said. “Most 
people I ask say that he’s 
done a good job for the 
city otherwise.”□ 
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Two newspapers call for clemency for Snowden 



After train blasts, 
US warns about 
Bakken crude oil 

MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 
BILLINGS, Montana (AP) — 
Crude oil being shipped 
by rail from the U.S. North¬ 
ern Plains across the coun¬ 
try and Canada may be 
more flammable than tra¬ 
ditional forms of oil, U.S. 
officials warned Thursday 
after a series of explosive 
accidents. 

A safety alert issued by the 
U.S. Department of Trans¬ 
portation warns the pub¬ 
lic, emergency responders 
and shippers about the po¬ 
tential high volatility of the 
crude being shipped from 
the Bakken oil shale patch 
in Montana and North Da¬ 
kota. 

The warning comes after 
the massive explosion Mon¬ 
day caused by an oil train 
derailment in North Da¬ 
kota. No one was hurt, but 
worries about toxic fumes 
led to the evacuation of 
hundreds of residents in a 
town less than a mile (1.6 
kilometers) away. 

The oil boom in the Bak¬ 
ken has reduced U.S. reli¬ 
ance on imported oil and 
brought thousands of jobs 
to the region. But as com¬ 
panies increasingly rely 
on trains to get that oil to 
lucrative coastal markets, 
public safety in communi¬ 
ties bisected by rail lines 
has become a major con¬ 
cern. 

In July, 47 people were 
killed in Lac-Megantic, 
Quebec, when a train car¬ 
rying Bakken crude de¬ 
railed and exploded. An¬ 
other oil train derailed and 
exploded in Alabama in 
November, killing no one 
but releasing an estimated 
749,000 gallons (2.8 million 
liters) of oil from 26 tanker 
cars. 

The amount of oil moved 
by rail has spiked since 
2009, from just more than 
10,000 tanker cars to a pro¬ 
jected 400,000 cars in 2013. 
The safety alert comes in 
part from results of prelimi¬ 
nary tests on Bakken oil to 
determine just how dan¬ 
gerous it is, said Jeannie 
Shifter with the Department 
of Transportation’s Pipeline 
and Hazardous Material 
Safety Administration. 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The New 
York Times and Guardian 
newspapers have called 
for clemency for Edward 
Snowden, saying that the 
espionage worker-turned- 
privacy advocate should 
be praised rather than pun¬ 
ished for his disclosures. 

The papers — both of 
which have played a role 
in publishing Snowden’s in¬ 
telligence trove — suggest¬ 
ed late Wednesday that 
the former National Secu¬ 
rity Agency contractor’s 
revelations about the Unit¬ 
ed States’ world-spanning 
espionage program were 
of such public importance 
that they outweighed any 
possible wrongdoing. 
“Considering the enormous 
value of the information 
he has revealed, and the 
abuses he has exposed, 
Mr. Snowden deserves bet¬ 
ter than a life of permanent 
exile, fear and flight,” the 
Times said, calling either for 
a plea bargain, some form 
of clemency, or a “substan¬ 
tially reduced punishment.” 
The Guardian said it hoped 
“calm heads within the 
present (U.S.) administra¬ 
tion are working on a strat¬ 
egy to allow Mr. Snowden 
to return to the U.S. with 
dignity, and the president 
to use his executive powers 
to treat him humanely and 
in a manner that would be 
a shining example about 


DAVID DISHNEAU 
Associated Press 
HAGERSTOWN, Maryland 
(AP) — Family members 
of an American develop¬ 
ment expert kidnapped in 
Pakistan by al-Qaida more 
than two years ago said 
Thursday that a recently 
released video and letter 
haven’t convinced them 
he’s alive. 

Warren Weinstein’s wife, 
two daughters, son-in-law 
and grandchildren re¬ 
leased a statement asking 
for “date-specific" confir¬ 
mation that the 72-year-old 
is alive and well. 

“We are extremely con¬ 
cerned about his health 
and implore his captors 


the value of whistleblowers 
and of free speech itself.” 
Both newspapers published 
their editorials online within 
a few hours of one another, 
but Guardian editor Alan 
Rusbridgersaid the papers’ 
appeals weren’t coordi¬ 
nated ahead of time. 
“Complete coincidence," 


he said in an email. He 
credited the legal reverses 
suffered by the NSA’s do¬ 
mestic dragnet, the spy¬ 
ing reforms suggested by 
Obama’s privacy review 
team and the Silicon Valley 
companies’ recent sum¬ 
mit at the White House with 


to attend to his medical 
needs. More importantly, 
we ask that they find it in 
their hearts to release him 
immediately so he may 
return home to us for the 
additional urgent care he 
needs,” the family state¬ 
ment read. 

Weinstein appeared in a 
video sent last week to re¬ 
porters in Pakistan, appeal¬ 
ing to President Barack 
Obama to negotiate his 
release. It was the first vid¬ 
eo to show Weinstein since 
September 2012. There was 
no indication of when it 
was made. 

An accompanying, hand¬ 
written note was dated 
Oct. 3. 


bringing things to a head. 
“We both had the same 
thought — that, after 
the rather extraordinary 
events just before Xmas ... 
it (would) be (good) to say 
something at year end,” he 
said. Snowden is currently 
residing in Russia following 
an abortive attempt to trav¬ 


el to Latin America, where 
he’d been offered asy¬ 
lum. He faces espionage 
charges in connection with 
his leaks, which U.S. officials 
have described as damag¬ 
ing or even life-threaten¬ 
ing, but talk of amnesty has 
been circulating for several 


The family statement didn’t 
specify Weinstein’s medical 
needs. His employer, J.E. 
Austin Associates, has said 
Weinstein needs medica¬ 
tion used for treating heart 
problems. 

The statement said fam¬ 
ily members “have been 
told the U.S. government 
is doing what it can to as¬ 
sist in his return, but are not 
aware of what those efforts 
are to date." 

The White House has called 
for Weinstein’s immediate 
release but has said it won’t 
negotiate with al-Qaida. 
The State Department said 
Monday that officials were 
actively working with Paki¬ 
stani authorities to try to se- 


weeks after it the idea was 
first floated by senior NSA 
official Rick Leggett. 

Asked about the proposal 
in his year-end press confer¬ 
ence on Dec. 20, Obama 
didn’t explicitly rule it out, 
and at least one former 
member of the intelligence 
community suggested the 


idea had some traction. 
Eliza Manningham-Buller, 
the former chief of Britain’s 
MI5, recently told the BBC 
she expected “some kind 
of deal” for Snowden — al¬ 
though she was careful to 
note that she was simply 
speculating. 


cure his release. 

Weinstein’s family also ex¬ 
pressed gratitude for the 
efforts of Rep. John Del¬ 
aney, D-Maryland, whose 
district includes Rockville. 
Delaney said in a statement 
he has given the family his 
personal assurance that 
he will continue to press for 
Weinstein’s release. 
“Warren Weinstein is an 
American being held cap¬ 
tive by our enemies and 
this singular fact cannot 
be forgotten, overlooked, 
or marginalized. We must 
be relentless in our efforts 
to bring him home and we 
must maintain a sense of 
outrage and determina¬ 
tion," Delaney said. 


Weinstein family implores captors to free him 



This Sunday, June 9, 2013 photo provided by The Guardian Newspaper shows Edward Snowden in 
Hong Kong. The New York Times and Guardian newspapers have called for clemency for Edward 
Snowden, saying that the espionage worker-turned-privacy advocate should be praised rather 
than punished for his disclosures. 

(AP Photo/The Guardian) 
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Fierce winter storm pushes into the Northeast 


Continued from Front 


“We have all hands on 
deck." 

Snow began falling over¬ 
night Wednesday in parts 
of New England and New 
York state, but the brunt of 
the storm wasn't expected 
until late Thursday. Fore¬ 
casters said temperatures 
would plummet, with some 
areas seeing highs just 
above zero and wind-chill 
readings of minus-10 and 
colder. 

The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice issued a blizzard warn¬ 
ing for Cape Cod and 
Long Island, where 8 to 10 
inches of snow could fall 
and winds could gust to 45 
mph. 

“We’re going to see a lot 


of snow and a lot of wind," 
forecaster Jason Tuell said. 
“We’re concerned about 
whiteout conditions possi¬ 
bly tonight with the blow¬ 
ing and drifting snow." 
Douglass Bibule shopped 
for rock salt and other sup¬ 
plies at a home improve¬ 
ment store in Watertown, 
Mass. 

“Well, there will be some 
shoveling that I will have to 
do and some sanding. I’ve 
got to go home and do 
some stretching exercises 
to make sure I don’t hurt 
myself while doing that, 
and do a little shopping to 
make sure that we have all 
the supplies that we need. 
We need food because 
we have three older chil¬ 
dren at home.” 

Interior southern New Eng¬ 
land and New York state 



Snow accumulates on the tinted windows of a bus stop as pedestrians walks on Thursday, Jan. 2, 
2014, in Portland, Maine. Blizzard-like conditions with a wind chill factor of minus 30 degrees are 
expected before the storm clears out on Friday. 


Your Own Caribbean Private Sanctuary 



could get up to a foot of 
snow. New York City was 
expecting 8 inches, while 
Philadelphia could see 3 to 
7. 

In New York, Con Ed 
spokesman Sidney Alvarez 
said the utility was expect¬ 
ing the snow to be pow¬ 
dery rather than wet and 
heavy, “but with any type 
of snow, you’re looking at 
extra weight on branches 
that can snap and bring 
power lines down." 

“Santa brought me a snow¬ 
blower, and I’ve got rock 
salt for the ice, so now I’m 
just waiting for the storm," 
Jonas Caldwell said in Toms 
River, N.J. 

Caldwell, an investment 
adviser, said he could work 
from home if necessary, 
but he was hoping that 
wouldn’t be the case. 
“There are too many dis¬ 
tractions at home," he 
said. “But I won’t be stupid. 
... If it gets as bad as they 
say it will be, or looks like it 
will. I’ll be staying put.” 


(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty) 

As the storm pushed east¬ 
ward on New Year’s Day 
and Thursday, it dropped 
as much as 18 inches on 
suburban Chicago and 
up to a foot on Michigan, 
prompting the cancella¬ 
tion Wednesday of hun¬ 
dreds of flights in and out of 
Chicago’s O’Hare Airport. 
Below-zero cold is expect¬ 
ed across the region over 
the next few days. 

AAA Michigan said it re¬ 
ceived 500 calls by mid¬ 
morning Thursday from 
drivers dealing with spin¬ 
outs, cars in ditches and 
dead batteries. Accidents 
and delays were also re¬ 
ported from Missouri to 
New Hampshire. 

“Anything below 25 de¬ 
grees and the salt isn’t 
nearly as effective,” said 
Becky Allmeroth, a main¬ 
tenance engineer with the 
state of Missouri, where 
crews were mixing chemi¬ 
cals and beet juice with 
salt to try to make roads 
passable.Q 



Vermont ski slopes get early start 


WILSON RING 

MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) — 

The state’s ski areas say 
the early season is looking 
good, despite some rain, 
with the slopes full of skiers, 
many of whom are staying 
in area hotels and eating in 
local restaurants. 

Even though northern Ver¬ 


mont is expected to get 
only a dusting of snow in a 
storm forecast to hit south¬ 
ern New England and parts 
of New York on Thursday 
and Friday, snow down- 
country boosts interest 
in skiing, sending people 
north to the slopes, said JJ 
TolandQ 
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Taking office, de Blasio vows a 



Mayor Bill de Blasio, right, and his family, from left: daughter Chiara, son Dante and wife Chirlane 
McCray, wave to the crowd at his inauguration in New York, Jan. 1, 2014. De Blasio's rise to the 
country’s most prominent municipal job has fanned the hopes of liberals that the causes he fa¬ 
vors, such as universal prekindergarten and minimum wage hikes, will be elevated. 

(Chang W. Lee/The New York Times) 


Michael M. Grynbaum 
© 2014 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Bill de Blasio, 
whose fiery populism pro¬ 
pelled his rise from obscure 
neighborhood official to 
the 109th mayor of New 


York, was sworn into office 
Wednesday, pledging that 
his ambition for a more hu¬ 
mane and equal metropolis 
would remain undimmed. 
In his inaugural address, 
de Blasio described so¬ 


cial inequality as a “quiet 
crisis” on a par with the 
other urban cataclysms 
of the city's last half-cen¬ 
tury, from fiscal collapse 
to crime waves to terrorist 
attacks, and said income 


Consumers start using health coverage 


Continued from Front 


This was until about two 
years ago, when she got a 
policy with monthly premi¬ 
ums of $285 and a deduct¬ 
ible of $5,500 a year. Last 
month, using the federal 
insurance exchange, she 
bought a midlevel silver 
plan with lower premiums 
and deductible. 

“It's a better policy - low¬ 
er out-of-pocket, more 


choice of doctors,” she 
said. “This is a very happy 
day.” Consumers around 
the country began using 
coverage provided by 
the new health care law 
Wednesday, the same day 
that Medicaid expanded 
to hundreds of thousands 
of people in about half the 
states. Many provisions of 
the 2010 health care law 
offering new benefits and 
protections to consumers, 
including those with pre-ex¬ 


isting conditions, also took 
effect. 

Hospitals said they were 
getting ready for an influx 
of newly insured patients, 
but many health care pro¬ 
viders said the pace was 
slower than usual because 
of the New Year’s holiday. 
In a typical report. Clay 
Holtzman, a spokesman for 
Swedish Medical Center in 
Seattle, said the system’s 
hospitals were not seeing 
an immediate surge. 

“We might at some point 
down the road, since we 
have spent a lot of time in¬ 
forming uninsured patients 
of their options under the 
exchange and expanded 
Medicaid," Holtzman said 
in an email. “But it depends 
on if those patients chose 
plans that include us.” 

In San Antonio, at a 24- 
hour Walgreens store, only 
a few vehicles were lined 
up at the drive-through 
window at midday, and no 
one was waiting in line to 
pick up prescriptions at the 
pharmacy counter.Q 



William Hannah, who has had no health insurance for the past 
20 years, but is now covered as of New Year's Day, at his home 
in Cleveland, Ga. 

(V. Kippelen/NYT) 


fight on inequality 


disparity was a struggle 
no less urgent to confront. 
“We are called to put an 
end to economic and 
social inequalities that 
threatened to unravel 
the city we love,” he said 
to about 5,000 people 
at the ceremony, many 
beneath blankets on 
a numbingly cold day. 
De Blasio, 52, the first lib¬ 
eral to lead City Hall in 
two decades, delivered 
his critiques as his prede¬ 
cessor, Michael R. Bloom¬ 
berg, whose Wall Street 
pedigree and his business- 
first approach to gover¬ 
nance seemed to em¬ 
body the city's current 
gilded era, sat unsmiling 
merely a few feet away. 
It was one of many potent 
symbols of change that 
dominated a ceremony 


unlike many before it. 
Gone was the more sol¬ 
emn air of inaugurations 
past, replaced by the 
booming strains of disco, 
soul, and dance music by 
the Commodores, Marvin 
Gaye, and Daft Punk, spun 
by a local DJ stationed 
high above the audience. 
(Even Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, seated onstage, 
swayed with the music.) 
Several of the nation’s 
pre-eminent Democrats 
- including Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo and former 
President Bill Clinton, who 
administered the oath of 
office over a Bible once 
owned by Franklin D. Roos¬ 
evelt - appeared with de 
Blasio on the dais, cele¬ 
brating the elevation of a 
party stalwart with whom 
they had close ties.Q 
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Boeing contract vote highlights rift in Machinists’ union 



Wilson Ferguson, right, leads an International Association of Machinists meeting in Seattle, Dec. 
30, 2013. Labor leaders there hope to reject a contract extension with Boeing, but the union's 
national leaders are urging them to reconsider, fearful of the long-term repercussions if the 
plane manufacturer moves assembly of its new 777X to a state with weaker labor laws. 

(Stuart Isett/The New York Times) 


STEVEN GREENHOUSE 
© 2014 New York Times 

After Boeing’s workers in 
Washington state voted 
down an eight-year con¬ 
tract extension in Novem¬ 
ber, Boeing wasted little 
time in soliciting offers from 
other states to build its new 
777X aircraft. 

Within weeks, 22 states 
made proposals to Boeing, 
with some offering billions 
of dollars in subsidies to lure 
a project that would mean 
thousands of jobs and the 
prestige of having such a 
prominent manufacturer. 
All this so alarmed the 
leaders of the main union 
representing Boeing work¬ 
ers, the International Asso¬ 
ciation of Machinists, that 
its president has brushed 
aside the objections of the 
local union and ordered a 
new vote - scheduled for 
Friday - on a slightly revised 
version of the contract. 

The dispute highlights a 
rift within the union, one 
that reflects the varying 
priorities of its leadership. 
Union officials in Washing¬ 
ton state want to preserve 
gains hard won from a 
company that has surging 
profits and record plane 
orders. But the internation¬ 
al leadership sees a differ¬ 
ent threat - the possibility 
of losing a large manufac¬ 
turing center and more 
than 10,000 union jobs to 
a right-to-work state where 
it would be difficult to win 


representation. And that 
could mean a big loss in 
dues - Boeing workers in 
the Puget Sound area paid 
$25.5 million in dues to the 
international union in 2012. 
Boeing has promised to put 
final assembly of the 777X 
in the Seattle area, as well 
as fabrication of the air¬ 
craft’s wings, if the 31,000 
Boeing machinists vote to 
approve the revised deal. 
But that is by no means a 
sure thing. The president of 
the international union, R. 
Thomas Buffenbarger, de¬ 
fied union leaders in the 
Puget Sound area by or¬ 
dering the new vote, and 
those leaders are urging 
Boeing workers to once 
again vote down the ex¬ 
tension, which calls for nu¬ 
merous concessions. 

In a message to Boeing 
workers in the Puget Sound 
area, Thomas Wroblewski, 
president of Machinists 
Union District Lodge 751, 
which is based there, said, 
“Because of the massive 
takeaways, the union is ad¬ 
amantly recommending 
members reject this offer.” 
Wroblewski has asserted 
that the revised deal is not 
different enough from the 
previous deal - which was 
rejected 67 to 33 percent - 
to warrant a new vote. Dis¬ 
trict 751's leaders oppose 
Boeing’s demand that 
the machinists approve 
a deal that would freeze 
their pensions in favor of 


less generous, riskier 401 (k) 
plans. District 751's leaders 
also voice dismay that the 
deal would increase out- 
of-pocket health spending 
and includes raises totaling 
just 4 percent over eight 
years If the machinists re¬ 
ject the revised deal, Boe¬ 
ing will continue its search 
on where to locate assem¬ 
bly of the 777X. The 777 is 
a long-range, twin-aisle 
aircraft that carries about 
365 passengers. The 777X, 
which Boeing hopes to 
begin delivering by 2020, 
would be about one-fifth 
more fuel-efficient and 


carry up to 400 passengers. 
Washington state, where 
the 777 is assembled, has 
promised Boeing $8.7 bil¬ 
lion in tax breaks through 
2040 if it puts the final as¬ 
sembly of the 777X in the 
state. Some workers resent 
being asked to approve a 
deal filled with concessions 
when Boeing has record 
profits and a record back¬ 
log of $400 billion in or¬ 
ders. And those objections 
have grown since Boeing’s 
board decided two weeks 
ago to raise the company’s 
dividend about 50 percent 
and approve a $10 billion 
stock buyback. 

“The optics of this are not 
good,” said Richard L. 
Aboulafia, an aerospace 
analyst with the Teal Group 
in Fairfax Va. “Boeing 
couldn’t have timed this 
any worse from a negotiat¬ 
ing standpoint.” 

Many Boeing workers com¬ 
plain that the parent union 
has scheduled the vote for 
Friday, when many will still 
be on vacation for the holi¬ 
day season. Many machin¬ 
ists also say they are not 
being given enough time 
to study and discuss the 
revised proposal - the new 
vote was announced four 
days before Christmas. 
Frank Larkin, communi¬ 
cations director for the 
machinists' parent union, 
said it was vital to hold the 
vote soon. “The timing was 
driven largely by Boeing’s 


attempt to announce in 
early January its plans for 
where it will place assem¬ 
bly of the 777X." 

On Dec. 26, Buffenbarger, 
the international’s presi¬ 
dent, sent a letter to the 
31,000 workers eligible to 
vote, praising the revised 
deal, without specifically 
urging a yes vote. 

“The total value of the new 
improvements to the con¬ 
tract offer adds more than 
$1 billion to the previous 
offer,” he wrote. “I believe 
this represents a significant 
improvement worthy of 
the membership’s consid¬ 
eration.” Buffenbarger said 
the revised deal added a 
$5,000 one-time payment, 
payable in January 2020, 
on top of the $10,000 bo¬ 
nus Boeing had previously 
promised upon ratification. 
In the biggest revision, the 
new proposal would pre¬ 
serve the current six-year 
“progression” it takes for 
new workers to reach full 
pay. In the first deal, that 
would have taken 16 years. 
A Seattle television station, 
KING-TV, reported that Boe¬ 
ing sent a letter on Tuesday 
to all machinists preparing 
to vote. The letter was writ¬ 
ten by Alan May, vice pres¬ 
ident for human resources 
at Boeing Commercial Air¬ 
planes, and said that a yes 
vote would “secure jobs 
in the Puget Sound region 
for the next decade and 
beyond.”□ 



Workers assemble a Boeing 777 at the company’s plant in Everett, Wash. Management threats 
to move production of the new 777X to another state have created a schism between state and 
national International Association of Machinists leaders, with the former wanting to stand firm 
in contract talks, and the latter fearing the repercussions should Boeing relocate to a state with 
weaker labor laws. (Stuart Isett/The New York Times) 















U.S. NEWSIIS 


FRIDAY 3 JANUARY 2014 



Tango Restaurant is open 7 days a week from 4 pm till 11 pm 
Indoor & outdoor seating - Large Terrace with Live music 


\ fi f. V w *\ t il r) 

_i_ij—I -I —/-l-t J —i 


3-Course Menu 


Served between 4 pm and 7 pm 

X«t ialiJ id l'. iinlhiiirilii.'iL V» : ilh nllicr utiers 


j[ Antwok Gflrcfftrt, For itMrttfirOhi trail {297} 586 8600 - vrrvw.iattj>t>otubexom 




ial $ 22! 6 


■ JJtUiA 

WlNI 

:D!«L 


US Financial Front: 


American construction spending up 1% in November 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
construction spending rose 
in November at the stron¬ 
gest pace in more than 
four years, driven by solid 
gains in home construction 
and commercial projects. 
The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said construction 
spending increased 1 per¬ 
cent in November to a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of $934.4 billion. That's 
the fastest rate since March 
2009 and a slight improve¬ 
ment on the revised 0.9 
percent gain in October. 
Residential construction 
rose 1.9 percent in Novem¬ 
ber, after falling in October. 
Homebuilding last exceed¬ 
ed the November pace 
shortly before the 2008 fi¬ 
nancial crisis. Spending on 
single-family homes has in¬ 
creased 18.4 percent year 
over year, while spending 
on apartment buildings is 
up 36.3 percent during the 
same period. 

Those gains are a positive 
sign for the overall econo¬ 



A guard tower, lower right, from Louisiana State Penitentiary, also known as “Angola” and “The 
Farm” is lowered into the construction site of The National Museum of African American History 
and Culture, beside the Washington Monument, in Washington. The government reported positive 
data on U.S. construction spending in November on Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Cliff Owen) 

momentum for home sales 
that has stalled in recent 
months. Increasing mort¬ 
gage rates and home pric¬ 
es have hurt affordability. 
Mortgage rates are nearly 
a full percentage point 
higher than in the spring, 


my. More than two-thirds of 
the residential construction 
market comes from single¬ 
family homes. 

Each new home creates an 
average of three jobs for a 
year and generates about 
$90,000 in tax revenue, ac¬ 


cording to National Associ¬ 
ation of Home Builders. The 
new construction suggests 
that builders expect buy¬ 
ing to continue picking up 
in 2014. 

The construction gains 
might restart some of the 


even though they are close 
to historic lows. 

Rates rose in May when 
the Federal Reserve first sig¬ 
naled that it might slow its 
$85 billion in monthly bond 
purchases, a move Fed of¬ 
ficials made after made af¬ 
ter a December meeting. 
The higher rates have also 
helped to encourage 
apartment construction. 

As homes become less af¬ 
fordable, more people 
choose to rent, increas¬ 
ing the demand for apart¬ 
ments and causing builders 
to begin new residential 
projects. 

Commercial projects also 
increased 2.7 percent in 
November. Spending on 
offices, communication 
projects and transportation 
projects contributed to the 
increase. 

Government construction 
spending fell 1.8 percent 
after strong gains in Octo¬ 
ber. Declines in expendi¬ 
tures on roadways, health 
care facilities and sewer 
systems led much of the 
decrease. 


US weekly unemployment benefit claims fall to 339K 


C.S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of people seeking 
U.S. unemployment ben¬ 
efits dipped 2,000 last week 
to a seasonally adjusted 
339,000, evidence that lay¬ 
offs are low and hiring likely 
will remain steady. 

The Labor Department said 
Thursday that the less vola¬ 
tile four-week average rose 
8,500 to 357,250. The aver¬ 
age was driven up in re¬ 
cent weeks by spikes that 
reflected seasonal volatility 
around the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays. The 
government struggles to 
account for seasonal hiring 


by retailers and other busi¬ 
nesses and for temporary 
layoffs of school employ¬ 
ees during the holidays. 
Applications are a proxy for 
layoffs. They are at a level 
consistent with solid hiring. 
The job market has picked 
up in recent months. Em¬ 
ployers have added an 
average of 200,000 jobs a 
month from August through 
November. That’s helped 
lower the unemployment 
rate to a five-year low of 7 
percent. There have been 
other signs the economy is 
improving. Americans are 
more confident and spend¬ 
ing more. And orders to U.S. 
manufacturers jumped in 


November, evidence that 
businesses are spending 
more on factory-made 
items such as machinery, 
computers and electrical 
goods. 

Not all the data have been 
positive: Income rose at a 
slower pace than spend¬ 
ing last month. That means 
Americans saved less to 
spend more. And existing 
home sales have fallen for 
three straight months, held 
back by higher prices and 
mortgage rates. 

Still, the economy ex¬ 
panded at a 4.1 percent 
annual rate in the July- 
September quarter, the 
best growth in nearly two 


years. The healthy gain 
largely reflected a jump in 
restocking. That’s unlikely 
to be repeated in the cur¬ 
rent October-December 
quarter. But many econo¬ 
mists have become more 
optimistic about the fourth 
quarter and expect growth 
will clock in at a solid 2.5 
percent annual rate. 

Nearly 4.5 million people re¬ 
ceived benefits in the week 
ending Dec. 14, the lat¬ 
est data available. That’s 
180,000 more than the pre¬ 
vious week. Nearly 1.4 mil¬ 
lion of those recipients are 
getting benefits under an 
emergency program put in 
place five years ago and 


paid for by the federal gov¬ 
ernment. The program pro¬ 
vided up to 47 extra weeks 
of benefits. But it expired 
last week and will cut off 
benefits for about 1.3 mil¬ 
lion people, according to 
the National Employment 
Law Project, an advocacy 
group.The impact probably 
won’t show up in the data 
until mid-January, because 
the figures for total benefit 
recipients are released with 
a two-week lag. 

Economists predict that the 
benefit cutoff will cause the 
unemployment rate to fall 
by as much as a quarter of 
percentage point in early 
2014. 
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Hezbollah 

ANNE BARNARD 
© 2014 New York Times 

BEIRUT - A powerful explo¬ 
sion hit the southern sub¬ 
urbs of Beirut on Thursday 
afternoon in a neighbor¬ 
hood populated by sup¬ 
porters of Hezbollah, the 
Lebanese Shiite militia and 
political party, in what ap¬ 
peared to be the latest in 
a spree of bombings and 
reprisal bombings over He¬ 
zbollah’s support for the 
government of neighbor¬ 
ing Syria in that country's 
civil war. 

Hezbollah’s Al Manor tele¬ 
vision channel showed 
scenes of chaos in a resi¬ 
dential area, with smoke 
rising above charred cars, 
crowds of people push¬ 
ing past one another and 
ambulances and fire trucks 
arriving at the scene. The 
channel said at least three 
people had been killed 
and eight wounded. 

The blast came six days 
after a car bomb killed 
a prominent member of 
the Future bloc, the Sunni 
party that is Hezbollah’s 
main political rival. And it 
came a day after reports 
surfaced of the arrest by 
Lebanese authorities of a 
Saudi militant who leads 
the Abdullah Azzam Bri¬ 
gades, a group affiliated 
with al-Qaida that claimed 
responsibility for a Novem¬ 


neighborhood in Beirut bombed 


ber suicide bombing at the 
Beirut Embassy of Iran, Hez¬ 
bollah’s ally. 

The recent bombings are 
part of a string of esca¬ 
lating attacks in recent 
months believed to be re¬ 
lated to the nearly three- 
year conflict in Syria, which 
has deepened Lebanon’s 
pre-existing political and 
sectarian divisions. Hezbol¬ 


lah backs the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment, sending its fight¬ 
ers to aid the army, and the 
Future movement backs 
the insurgency, which Leb¬ 
anese Sunni militants have 
crossed the border to join. 
In a video statement last 
week, a cleric acting as a 
spokesman for the Abdul¬ 
lah Azzam Brigades de¬ 
clared that the group 


would not stop its bomb¬ 
ings until Hezbollah with¬ 
draws its fighters from Syria 
and Lebanese authori¬ 
ties release youths impris¬ 
oned for militant activities. 
Lebanese officials had ex¬ 
pressed concern after the 
arrest of the group’s lead¬ 
er, Majid al-Majid, about 
the possibility of retaliatory 
attacks. □ 



Lebanese citizens gather at the site of a car bomb explosion in a stronghold of the Shiite Hezbol¬ 
lah group at the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014. A large explosion took 
place during rush hour in the Haret Hreik neighborhood. 

(AP Photo/Hussein Malla) 


Musharraf taken to Pakistani military hospital 


SALMAN MASOOD 
© 2014 New York Times 
ISLAMABAD - Pervez Mush¬ 
arraf, Pakistan’s former 
military ruler, was suddenly 
taken to a military hospital 
Thursday while he was be¬ 
ing transported to a hear¬ 
ing to face accusations of 
treason, lawyers and po¬ 
lice officials said. 

A senior police official told 
Justice Faisal Arab, who is 
heading a three-member 
panel of the special court 
that is hearing the case, 
that Musharraf had devel¬ 
oped a “heart problem.” 
Musharraf, a former army 
chief, had just reached 
the premises of the court 
in Islamabad, Pakistan’s 
capital, when his convoy 
went to a hospital in the 
neighboring garrison city 
of Rawalpindi. 



Supporters of Pakistan's former president and military ruler Per¬ 
vez Musharraf gather outside a military hospital where Mush¬ 
arraf is admitted in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014. 

(AP Photo/B.K. Bangash) 


A spokesman for Musharraf 
said he was admitted to 
the intensive care unit of 
the Armed Forces Institute 
of Cardiology and was un¬ 
dergoing tests. 

Musharraf, 70, who seized 
power in a military coup in 
1999 and ruled until he was 
forced to resign in 2008, is 
accused of subverting the 
constitution when he im¬ 
posed emergency rule in 
November 2007. 

The treason proceedings 
are unprecedented in the 
country’s history. However, 
Musharraf has denounced 
the trial as a political ven¬ 
detta. 

He has been reluctant to 
appear at the hearings, 
and his lawyers have been 
pressing for him to be ex¬ 
empted from having to at¬ 
tend. □ 


China fires top 
official in vote 
buying scandal 

BEIJING (AP) — A senior 
Chinese provincial official 
has been fired and ex¬ 
pelled from the Communist 
Party for negligence in a 
massive vote-buying scan¬ 
dal, the party’s internal an¬ 
ti-graft arm said Thursday. 
The party’s discipline com¬ 
mission said that Tong Min- 
gqian failed to take “timely 
and effective measures” in 
the central city of Heng- 
yang to address reports of 
bribery in the city legisla¬ 
ture’s selection of provin¬ 
cial representatives. 

The scandal “inflicts great 
losses to the interests of 
the party, country and 
the people, and leaves a 
harmful political and social 
impact,” the commission 
said in an announcement 
on its website. It said Tong’s 
case had been handed 
over to judicial authorities. 
The scandal in Hengyang 
city was reported Dec. 28 
when the city dismissed 
most members of its legisla¬ 
ture after they were found 
to have taken millions of 
dollars in bribes. 

Af the time of his dismissal, 
Tong was vice-chairman of 
an advisory body to Hunan 
province's legislature. He 
was being punished for his 
alleged role in the scandal 
when he was Hengyang 
city’s party boss and over¬ 
saw the appointment of 
municipal representatives 
to the Hunan provincial 
legislative body, which city 
lawmakers decide by vot¬ 
ing. 

Provincial authorities dis¬ 
qualified 56 delegates 
from Hengyang who were 
found to have paid more 
than $18 million in bribes 
to gain entry to the pro¬ 
vincial body. Authorities in 
Hengyang dismissed 512 
lawmakers for accepting 
bribes, while another six 
quit, making up the bulk of 
its 529-member legislature, 
state media said. 

Chinese legislative bodies 
at all levels are essentially 
bodies that rubber-stamp 
decisions by the party, but 
a seat on such a body is 
highly coveted because it 
provides status, networking 
opportunities and proxim¬ 
ity to power.Q 
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Former Rwandan spymaster found dead in Johannesburg 


LYDIA POLGREEN 
ALAN COWELL 
© 2014 New York Times 
JOHANNESBURG - South 
African police said Thurs¬ 
day that they had opened 
a murder investigation into 
the death of an exiled for¬ 
mer spy chief from Rwan¬ 
da and critic of President 
Paul Kagame, who was 
found dead in a hotel 
room with signs of possible 
strangulation. 

The body of Patrick Kare- 
geya, a onetime head 
of Rwanda’s military in¬ 
telligence, was found 
at the upscale Michel¬ 
angelo Towers hotel. Pie 
was "dead on the bed,” 
a police statement said. 
"Preliminary investigations 
revealed that his neck 
was swollen. A towel with 
blood and a rope were 
found in the hotel room 
safe. There is a possibility 
that he might have been 
strangled.” 

The killing raised the pros¬ 
pect of Rwanda’s political 
feuds spilling far beyond 
the country’s borders. 


Karegeya, 53, a former ally 
of Kagame who turned 
against him, fled to South 


Africa along with a former 
army chief, Faustin Ka- 
yumba Nyamwasa, sev¬ 


eral years ago after be¬ 
ing accused of plotting a 
coup. Nyamwasa survived 


a shooting in the driveway 
of his home here in 2010. 
As on that occasion, the 


opposition Rwanda Na¬ 
tional Congress accused 
Kagame’s government of 
seeking to assassinate its 
foes. “By killing its oppo¬ 
nents, the criminal regime 
in Kigali seeks to intimidate 
and silence the Rwandan 
people into submission,” 
the group said in a state¬ 
ment Thursday. 

While authorities in Rwan¬ 
da had no immediate 
comment on the death of 
Karegeya, they had fre¬ 
quently accused him of 
plotting a violent revolu¬ 
tion, blaming exiled Rwan¬ 
dans in South Africa for a 
series of grenade attacks 
around the time of elec¬ 
tions in 2010. 

“There cannot be any 
change through elec¬ 
tion but through violent 
means,” Karegeya said at 
the time. 

In 2011, Nyamwasa, Kare¬ 
geya and two other ex¬ 
iled dissidents were tried in 
Rwanda in absentia and 
sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for threatening 
state security. "We en¬ 


courage the authorities to 
really look into the matter 
so that we know exactly 
what happened," Reuters 
quoted Rwanda’s am¬ 
bassador to South Africa, 
Vincent Karega, as say¬ 
ing Thursday. According 
to The Associated Press, 
Theogene Rudasingwa, 
an official of the Rwanda 
National Congress, said 
Karegeya had gone to 
the Michelangelo Towers 
to meet a man presenting 
himself as a friend of the 
opposition, who was iden¬ 
tified only as Apollo. The 
rivalries in Rwanda date to 
the 1980s, when Rwandans 
fought alongside Ugan¬ 
dan rebels supporting 
President Yoweri Musev¬ 
eni, who, once in power, 
sponsored Kagame’s own 
insurgency. As the mili¬ 
tary spymaster, Karegeya 
wielded significant influ¬ 
ence for a decade before 
he fell out with Kagame, 
who took power in 1994. 
Pie was stripped of his rank 
and fled the country in 
2006.Q 



Undated photo taken in Kigale, Rwanda, of Patrick Karegeya, 
Rwanda's former spy chief who was found dead, possibly 
strangled, in a hotel in South Africa, police said Thursday Jan 
2 2014. Rwandan dissidents accused President Paul Kagame 
of ordering the death of Karegeya, a former Kagame ally who 
turned against him. Kagame's government vehemently denies 
it has targeted dissidents. (AP Photo) 


Former Israeli PM Sharon 
in critical condition 



In this Sunday Jan. 30, 2005 photo, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon pauses during the weekly cabinet meeting in his 
Jerusalem office. Sharon, who has been in a coma for eight 
years, was in critical condition on Thursday, clinging to life 
after a decline in the functioning of various bodily organs, his 
doctors said. (AP Photo/Oded Balilty) 


IAN DEITCH 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Former 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon, who has been in 
a coma for eight years, 
was in critical condition on 
Thursday, clinging to life 
after a decline in the func¬ 
tioning of various bodily or¬ 
gans, his doctors said. 

Dr. Zeev Rotstein, director 
of Tel Hashomer hospital, 
said Sharon’s condition 
had deteriorated over the 
past two days and that a 
number of vital organs, in¬ 
cluding his kidneys, were 
suffering from “critical mal¬ 
function." His family was at 
his bedside, he added. 

“He is in critical condition 
and his life is definitely in 
danger,” Rotstein told re¬ 
porters at the hospital, just 
outside Tel Aviv. “The feel¬ 
ing of the doctors treating 
him and also that of the 
family with him is that there 
is a turn for the worse." 
Israeli TV stations were 
broadcasting live from the 


hospital where they re¬ 
ported all the comings and 
goings while special retro¬ 
spectives on his life were 
aired along with interviews 
with old friends and po¬ 
litical allies. Old interviews 
with his were shown, high¬ 
lighting the charming, 
grandfatherly image he 
cultivated later in life. Sha¬ 
ron’s medical condition 
also dominated the front 
pages of newspapers and 
radio shows all day. 

Visiting U.S. Secretary of 
State John Kerry also ad¬ 
dressed his condition 
ahead of a meeting with 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

“My thoughts are with the 
Sharon family as they sit in 
vigil with the former prime 
minister of Israel, Arik Sha¬ 
ron,” Kerry said, referring 
to Sharon by his nickname. 
“We remember his contri¬ 
butions, sacrifices he made 
to ensure the survival and 
the well-being of Israel, 
and I have many personal 


thoughts about my meet¬ 
ings with him on many dif¬ 
ferent occasions — always 
robust and strong and 
clear about his positions.” 
The 85-year-old Sharon, 
one of Israel’s most iconic 
and controversial figures, 
has been in a coma since 
suffering a devastating 
stroke in January 2006. At 
the time, he was prime 
minister and at the height 
of his political power. His 
condition has largely been 
out of the spotlight since, 
as his two sons have cared 
for him while restricting 
most access to outsiders. 
Sharon’s career has 
stretched across Israel’s 65- 
year history. 

As one of Israel’s most fa¬ 
mous generals, Sharon 
was known for bold tactics 
and an occasional refusal 
to obey orders. As a politi¬ 
cian he became known as 
“the bulldozer” — a man 
contemptuous of his critics 
while also capable of get¬ 
ting things done. 


Sharon is credited with 
helping turn the tide of the 
1973 Mideast war when 
Arab armies launched a 
surprise attack on Israel on 
the solemn fasting day of 


Yom Kippur, causing large 
Israeli casualties. He led an 
Israeli force across the Suez 
Canal, trapping part of the 
Egyptian army and turning 
the war in Israel’s favor.Q 
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Iraqis battle militant uprising in 2 cities 


QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
SINAN SALAHEDDIN 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi 
security forces and allied 
tribesmen on Thursday 
battled to put down al-Qa- 
ida-linked gunmen who, 
in a coordinated surge, 
ran rampant in two of the 
country’s main Sunni cities, 
overrunning police stations 
and sweeping through the 
streets, emboldened by 
mounting sectarian ten¬ 
sions between minority Sun¬ 
nis and the Shiite-led gov¬ 
ernment. 


Troops hammered the mili¬ 
tants with Hellfire rockets 
recently sent by the United 
States to help the govern¬ 
ment's fight against al-Qa- 
ida's branch in the coun¬ 
try, which also operates 
with increasing strength in 
Syria's civil war across the 
border. The militants’ swift 
uprising a day early over¬ 
whelmed police forces in 
Ramadi and Fallujah, two 
cities in the Sunni heartland 
of Anbar province that 
were once strongholds for 
militants battling U.S. troops 
in the country. 


Al-Qaida’s Iraq branch, 
known as the Islamic State 
in Iraq and the Levant, 
appeared to be trying to 
exploit Sunni anger after 
authorities the past week 
arrested a senior Sunni poli¬ 
tician accused of terrorism 
and dismantled a months- 
old sit-in in Ramadi by Sun¬ 
nis protesting discrimination 
the Shiite-led government. 
Those moves added new 
fuel to sectarian violence 
that has escalated for the 
past year in the country 
since the American with¬ 
drawal. 



Iraqi federal policemen search a car at a checkpoint in Basra, Iraq's second-largest city, 340 
miles (550 kilometers) southeast of Baghdad, Iraq, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Nabil al-Jurani) 


Egypt airs alleged terror confession 


MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egyptian au¬ 
thorities produced on Thurs¬ 
day what they said was a 
confession by the son of 
a senior member of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, try¬ 
ing to bolster accusations 
that the Islamist group has 
links to al-Qaida-inspired 
militants. In a news confer¬ 
ence, the interior minister 
aired the recording said to 
be of Yahia Mongi, son of 
a Brotherhood lawmaker, 
in which he says he joined 
the Ansar Beit al-Maqdis or 
Champions of Jerusalem 
group. Mohammed Ibra¬ 
him said Mongi was part 
of a seven-member cell 
that carried out a suicide 


bombing of a provincial 
security headquarters last 
month. The Ansar took re¬ 
sponsibility for the blast, as 
well as other attacks. 

The charge that the Broth¬ 
erhood has links to Ansar 
Beit al-Maqdis is central to 
the government’s case for 
labelling the group, from 
which ousted President 
Mohammed Morsi hails, 
as a terrorist organization. 
The confession is the first 
purported piece of hard 
evidence produced by au¬ 
thorities to make the link. 
Human rights advocates 
say that police frequent¬ 
ly use torture and other 
means of coercion to pro¬ 
duce confessions, relying 
on them in lieu of other 


evidence to convict de¬ 
fendants in both ordinary 
criminal and security trials. 
The Brotherhood denies 
that it practices violence 
and accuses police of plot¬ 
ting the attacks to find a 
pretext for a heavier crack¬ 
down on its members. 

The news conference 
came as a court set Jan. 
28 as the opening date for 
Morsi's trial along with 130 
others in connection to a 
2011 jailbreak. It is the third 
set of charges that Morsi 
faces. Also, a court in the 
Mediterranean port city of 
Alexandria sentenced sev¬ 
en secular-leaning activists 
to two years in prison on 
charges related to a pro¬ 
test. 



Firemen lay on the ground near the residence of Palestin¬ 
ian ambassador to the Czech Republic, Jamel al-Jamal, in 
Prague on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2014. The ambassador died 
in an explosion that occurred when he opened an office 
safe that officials say had been left untouched for more 
than 20 years. 

(AP Photo /Katerina Sulova) 

Diplomat’s daughter says 
Prague death suspicious 

KAREL JANICEK 
Associated Press 

PRAGUE (AP) — The mystery behind a booby- 
trapped safe that exploded and killed the Palestin¬ 
ian ambassador in Prague deepened Thursday with 
the diplomat's daughter rejecting accounts given by 
a Palestinian official and suggesting there could be 
more to the story. 

Ambassador Jamal al-Jamal, 56, died Wednesday of 
massive injuries when an old embassy safe exploded. 
The career diplomat had only started his posting in 
October. 

Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad Malki said Wednes¬ 
day the safe had been inside the offices of the Pal¬ 
estinian Liberation Organization since the 1980s, and 
that it had been left untouched for more than 20 
years. He also said no foul play was suspected. 

But on Thursday, Palestinian Embassy spokesman 
Nabil El-Fahel contradicted Malki’s statement when 
he told Czech radio that the safe had been in con¬ 
stant use. 

There was no immediate explanation for the contra¬ 
diction, but it raised an important question: If the safe 
had been in constant use, why didn't it explode be¬ 
fore al-Jamal opened it? 

“The Palestinian official account is baseless,” the am¬ 
bassador's daughter, 30-year-old Rana Al-Jamal, 
told The Associated Press in a telephone interview 
from Ramallah in the West Bank. “The safe box has 
been in regular use — my mom (who lives there) told 
me that. The box was moved a day earlier and ap¬ 
parently something happened in the way.” 

“We, the family, believe it is a crime, and we need to 
find out what happened.” 

She did not elaborate on what she thought may 
have occurred. 

Police spokeswoman Andrea Zoulova said it ap¬ 
peared that the door of the safe had been booby- 
trapped, but it was unclear how al-Jamal tried to 
open it or what type of safe it was. It was also unclear 
what caused the safe to explode. 

Zoulova told the AP on Thursday that nothing had 
been found to suggest the diplomat had been a vic¬ 
tim of a crime, but she declined to elaborate. 
Weapons, however, were found and were consid¬ 
ered illegal because they were not registered, Zou¬ 
lova said. It was unclear what type of weapons were 
found at the complex. 
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As Latvia adopts Euro, future growth is slowing 




Normunds Bremers, the director of Wenden, a furniture produc¬ 
tion company, who has a positive outlook on Latvia's adoption 
of the euro, in Riga, Latvia, Jan. 1, 2014. 

(Janis Pipars/The New York Times) 


another question. While 
most of the European 
Union's 28 member coun¬ 
tries are obliged eventually 
to ditch their national mon¬ 
ey for Europe’s single cur¬ 
rency, skepticism among 
European citizens about 
the currency bloc is still 
alive in many corners. 
Lithuania is on track to be 
next in adopting the cur¬ 
rency, in 2015. Like Latvia, 
its neighbor and fellow 
former Soviet republic, it 
is eager to link itself to the 
West, an imperative that 
has grown starker as Rus¬ 
sia seeks to keep a grasp 
on Ukraine despite recent 
pro-Western protests there. 
After 2015, however, eu¬ 
rozone enlargement is set 
to slow. In Eastern Europe, 
several countries have not 
even taken the first step 
required for euro member¬ 
ship by entering the ex¬ 


achieving a deficit of 3 
percent of gross domestic 
product and keeping debt 
to 60 percent of the an¬ 
nual GDP. 


member states are re¬ 
quired to adopt the euro, 
citizens can still shoot down 
membership if a govern¬ 
ment decides to hold a 
referendum. In Latvia, the 
government chose not to 
hold one, given negative 
public sentiment, and to 
push the issue through in¬ 
stead. 

Around half of Latvians 
opposed joining the euro, 
although support rose to¬ 


LIZ ALDERMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

PARIS - Dace Utinane, a 
doctor at a private health 
center, frowned during 
a stroll this week through 
Riga, the capital of Lat¬ 
via, as she contemplated 
her country’s move to be¬ 
come the newest member 
of Europe’s currency union. 
“I don’t like it - the euro is 
not my money," Utinane 
said. 

“This has been dictated 
by people from above. 
But we’re too small to do 
something about it and 
protest against it.” 

In the halls of power, Eu¬ 
ropean leaders are tak¬ 
ing a starkly different view. 
On Wednesday, as Latvia 
became the 18th country 
to join the euro, they pro¬ 
moted it as a sign that the 
currency union - even with 
wrenching growing pains 


ward the end of the year. 
Part of the reluctance 
among euro-skeptics, 
economists say, is the fear 
of losing a degree of sover¬ 
eignty and of being liable 
for supporting other coun¬ 
tries should any new crisis 
break out. 

The euro’s economic trou¬ 
bles have also damaged 
the currency bloc’s image 
and highlighted flaws in its 
foundation that have still 
not been fully addressed. 

In Britain, which has no in¬ 
tention of adopting the 
euro. Prime Minister David 
Cameron has distanced 
his government even more 
from the European Union 
recently. He promised a 
national vote on exiting 
the union should he win the 
next election. 

Some resistance may start 
to melt once the eurozone 
starts showing tangible 
signs of recovery after a 
five-year malaise. 

Growth is already starting 
to rebound in some crisis-hit 
economies. Ireland recent¬ 
ly exited an international 
bailout and Spain now no 
longer needs eurozone 
support for its banks.□ 


A sign depicts the design for the euro in Latvia, the newest member of Europe's currency union, 
in Riga, Latvia, Jan. 1, 2014. On Wednesday, as Latvia became the 18th country to join the euro, 
they promoted it as a sign that the currency union is on a long-term path to achieving its founders' 
vision of continued expansion. 

(Janis Pipars/The New York Times) 


that included threats of 
a breakup - is on a long¬ 
term path to achieving its 
founders’ vision of contin¬ 
ued expansion. 

“Despite the negative 
headline of the crisis, the 
basic promise of peace, 
prosperity and freedom to 
travel and work still have 
their appeal,” said Holger 
Schmieding, chief econo¬ 
mist at Berenberg Bank in 
London. “So the process of 
euro enlargement has not 
come to an end.” 

How quickly it will grow is 


change rate mechanism, 
a sort of waiting room. 
The Czech Republic, Hun¬ 
gary and Poland have all 
pushed back their target 
dates for eurozone mem¬ 
bership until near the end 
of the decade in the face 
of low public support. 
Smaller nations, includ¬ 
ing Romania and Croa¬ 
tia, have said they are 
unlikely to adopt the euro 
until around 2020, partly 
because their economies 
cannot quickly meet the 
criteria. Those include 


Denmark may be one of 
the next to join. Although 
the idea was defeated in 
a national referendum in 
2000, a new public vote will 
be held in December 2015. 
Public support, which im¬ 
proved slightly after euro 
bills and coins started cir¬ 
culating, plunged again 
during the euro crisis. Swe¬ 
den has not taken the 
steps required to join, and 
has shown no signs of do¬ 
ing so. 

While European Union 



STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
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Panama: 


Canal contractors warn may halt work 


PANAMA CITY, Panama 
(AP) — The consortium 
at the heart of a historic 
Panama Canal expan¬ 
sion project threatened 
on Wednesday to suspend 
work due to financial prob¬ 
lems caused by a $1.6 bil¬ 
lion cost overrun. 

The group issued a state¬ 
ment giving the Panama 
Canal Authority 21 days 
to settle the dispute, ar¬ 
guing that the Authority is 
responsible for covering 
the added costs, but said 
it will continue working in 
the meantime. Canal Ad¬ 
ministrator Jorge L. Qui- 


jano responded with his 
own communique saying 
the Authority will continue 
to demand the compa¬ 
nies “respect the contract 
that they themselves ac¬ 
cept and signed.” He said 
the purpose of the con¬ 
sortium’s warning was “to 
force the organization 
to negotiate outside the 
terms established in the 
contract.” Grupo Unidos 
por el Canal is formed by 
Spain's Sacyr Vallehermo- 
so, Impregilo of Italy, Jan 
De Nul of Belgium and 
Constructora Urbana SA of 
Panama. It won the con¬ 


tract to design and build a 
third set of locks with a $3.2 
billion bid in 2009. 

Panama has estimated the 
full expansion program will 
cost $5.2 billion, with the 
new, wider locks allowing 
the 50-mile (80-kilometer) 
canal to handle ships far 
larger than those that can 
now navigate the century- 
old waterway. 

Officials now say the work 
should be finished by June 
2015. Officials say the 
overall expansion work is 
72 percent finished, with 
the locks themselves at 65 
percent.□ 



A section of the new rolling gates for the Panama Canal's third set of locks towers over workers 
during a press tour in Gatun, Panama. The consortium carrying out a historic expansion of the 
Panama Canal says it may have to suspend work due to financial problems caused by a $1.6 bil¬ 
lion cost overrun. The group issued a statement this week giving the Panama Canal Authority 21 
days to settle the dispute, but says it will continue working in the meantime. 

(AP Photo/Arnulfo Franco) 


Cayman Islands: 

Police believe cruise ship passenger fell 


DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — Police in the Cay¬ 
man Islands said Wednes¬ 
day that they suspect a 
Canadian cruise ship pas¬ 
senger who recently van¬ 
ished may have fallen off 
the boat as search crews 
scoured waters around 
the British Caribbean terri¬ 
tory. 

Police said they believe 
the unidentified 65-year- 
old man may have fallen 
around dawn on Tuesday 
about 13 miles (21 kilome¬ 
ters) northwest of Grand 
Cayman. Police said they 


interviewed staff and wit¬ 
nesses aboard the Royal 
Caribbean Cruises ship 
and were still investigating 
the disappearance. 

“The Port Authority broad¬ 
casted an appeal to all 
marine traffic to be on the 
lookout for the missing pas¬ 
senger,” police said in a 
statement. 

The man’s wife had re¬ 
ported him missing Tues¬ 
day morning as the In¬ 
dependence of the Seas 
ship prepared to dock at 
George Town Harbor. 
Tracy Quan, a spokes¬ 
woman for Miami-based 
Royal Caribbean Cruises, 


said Wednesday the inves¬ 
tigation was turned over 
to local authorities before 
the cruise ship departed 
and resumed its route. She 
said the man’s wife disem¬ 
barked in Grand Cayman. 
Police said the wife told 
them they went to bed 
around 1 a.m. Tuesday but 
that he was gone when 
she woke up about six 
hours later. 

Authorities said they 
searched the 15-deck, 
1,112-foot-long (339-me- 
ter-long) craft and re¬ 
viewed closed-circuit 
camera footage before 
the ship departed.□ 



CARIBBEAN NEWS BRIEFS 

Santeria priests predict a woeful 2014 

HAVANA (AP) — Afro-Cuban priests are forecasting 
that the coming year may be marked by outbreaks 
of disease, environmental disruption and conflict be¬ 
tween people and nations that risks spilling into war. A 
commission of Santeria leaders also predict in their an¬ 
nual “Letter of the Year” that 2014 could see the death 
of important religious and political figures. They are not 
naming names in a country where many top leader¬ 
ship positions are occupied by graying octogenarians 
in power since the 1959 revolution. □ 

IDB awards $40.5M to Haitian facility 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — The Inter-American De¬ 
velopment Bank plans to award $40.5 million to help 
an industrial park in northern Haiti with its expansion. 
The grant for the Caracol Industrial Park is to finance 
the construction of canteens, administrative buildings, 
roads, bicycle lanes and other facilities. 

The industrial park is anchored by a South Korean tex¬ 
tile firm and is the U.S. government’s biggest invest¬ 
ment in Haiti since a 2010 earthquake destroyed thou¬ 
sands of homes and displaced 1.5 million people. The 
IDB announced approval of the grant on Thursday. □ 

Crowley Puerto Rico operations grow 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Crowley Maritime Cor¬ 
poration’s deal with Puerto Rico’s Port Authority is ex¬ 
pected to generate more than $20 million for the U.S. 
territory in the next three decades. Gov. Alejandro 
Garcia Padilla said last month that Crowley plans to 
make Puerto Rico its center for Caribbean exports. He 
said the amount of cargo being moved through the 
Port of San Juan will increase by nearly 15 percent a 
year as a result. Garcia said that Crowley, based in 
Jacksonville, Florida, will also invest $405 million to build 
two new barges and create more than 100 perma¬ 
nent jobs. □ 

Bahamas fire kills 2, burns 50 homes 

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — Authorities in the Bahamas 
say a fire in a shantytown has killed at least two peo¬ 
ple and destroyed an estimated 50 homes, leaving 
hundreds of people homeless. Assistant Police Com¬ 
missioner Emerick Seymour says the fire this week be¬ 
gan in the Marsh Harbor area in the Abaco Islands. It’s 
an overcrowded community of permanent residents, 
naturalized citizens and Haitian migrants. The govern¬ 
ment said it is helping those affected by the fire, and 
the cause is under investigation. The Abaco Islands are 
about 180 miles (290 kilometers) east of Florida. □ 

Guyana plans to monitor fishing boats 

GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — Guyana’s government 
is urging fishing and shrimping trawlers to install elec¬ 
tronic systems on their boats or risk losing their license 
this year. Fisheries Minister Leslie Ramsammy said this 
week that the system would help authorities monitor 
boats and respond to emergencies including pirate 
attacks. He said the system would also help officials 
determine whether boats are complying with rules re¬ 
garding the number of days they are allowed to fish in 
one year. Ramsammy said boat operators that do not 
install the system will not be relicensed this year. □ 












New Record Of Revelers Plunge Into 2014 At Moomba Beach! 




PALM BEACH - A record 
number of happy people 
jumped into the ocean 
at noon last Wednesday 
morning, celebrating the 
beginning of the New Year 
at MooMba Beach. More 
than 400 visitors and locals 
alike ran like the wind at 
the signal of DJ Rico Rijk 
of radio Fresh FM, the sta¬ 
tion that accompanied 
the event with great music. 
Spectators watched as the 
red-hatted crowd took a 
gleeful dip before running 
to the pea soup stand, 
where countless cups of 
Dutch pea soup and Unox 
sausage were doled out. 
A total of five hundred red 
Unox hats and 15 gallons 
of pea soup were distrib¬ 
uted, told marketing man¬ 
ager Kevin of the Aruba 



Wine And Dine group af¬ 
terwards. 


The jump into the ocean, 
the Nieuwjaarsduik in 
Dutch, is a tradition that 
started in 1965. Now more 
than 46,000 people take 
a dip worldwide; 10,000 
of them in Scheveningen, 



Holland. 

Water temperatures great¬ 
ly vary per location, as you 
might imagine. In Holland 
the temperature was very 


reasonable 8 degrees - 
but what a difference with 
Aruba! 

Photos show the warm-up 
session of zumba courtesy 


of Miss Bikini Aruba 2013 
Sharon Puy and many hap¬ 
py revelers who welcomed 
2014 in great style. A Hap¬ 
py New Year to everyone! 
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Caribbean Speed Printers celebrates New Year’s Eve! 
















ORANJESTAD - As a nor¬ 
mal end of year’s tradition, 
Caribbean Speed Printers, 
together with Aruba Today 
and Bon Dia Aruba, cel¬ 
ebrated the end of 2013. 
Management and em¬ 
ployees came together to 
say farwell to the old year 
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dlelthe Beaches. 


and welcome the new 
one. The party was en¬ 
tertained by 2sum Band, 
which members are also 
part of the team of Carib¬ 
bean Speed Printers, bring¬ 
ing joy and music to all 


those who were present. 
Caribbean Speed Print¬ 
ers, Aruba Today and Bon 
Dia Aruba wishes one and 
all a Happy New Year’s 
beginning.□ 


Winner of trip advisor’s Certificate of exc 
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Aruba’s New Year’s Eve Festivities featured in Forbes! 


The following article and 
photographs were posted 
at Forbes.com by John Gi- 
uffo, contributor to Forbes 
Magazine and Website. 

ARUBA’S SURPRISINGLY IM¬ 
PRESSIVE NEW YEAR’S EVE 

“I was initially under¬ 
whelmed by Aruba. 
Overdeveloped, expen¬ 
sive, and chockfullof many 
of the same chain restau¬ 
rants we’re used to in the 
States, I found the island 
to be too cozy. If I wanted 
to dine at Tony Roma’s (A 
Place For Ribs!), I didn’t 
have to leave Queens. 
Sure, the island had all the 
sun, surf, rum drinks, and 
parties one could want for 
a Caribbean New Year’s 
getaway, but it all seemed 
a bit too planned. Aruba 
feels a bit as though it’s 
not really selling Aruba as 
a destination as much as 
it’s selling a pan-Caribbe¬ 
an island vibe. Bob Marley 
and Daddy Yankee, Harry 
Belafonte and Tito Pu¬ 


ente are all on the Aruban 
beachside bar’s greatest 
hits playlist, and it all feels 
a little too hodgepodge-y. 
That’s not to complain, 
mind you: we were on a 
stunningly beautiful Aru¬ 
ban beach, and we had 
made plans to go dining 
and dancing at a Latin 
jazz spot near our hotel 
on Eagle Beach, near the 
island’s northwestern cor¬ 
ner. We were in our 30s and 
were among the youngest 
couples in the joint, but 
we couldn’t have made a 
better decision. 

What we got for our (ad¬ 
mittedly pricey) cost of 
admission was an evening 
of old school romance, in 
a room full of people who 
ranged from slightly older 
than us to 50 years older 
than us, dancing the night 
away to the rhythms of a 
band that has been doing 
what they were doing for 
more than 40 years. 

I'll never dance like grand¬ 
pa over there, I thought 
more than once. Those 


dudes had moves, and 
even though we tried out 
our rudimentary salsa skills, 
we had nothing on those 
old folks. Everyone was 
turned out to the nines, the 
food was off the chain, but 
the cap to the evening - 


the thing that finally con¬ 
vinced me to relax and 
enjoy Aruba for all of its 
contradictions and mixed 
messages - was the way in 
which the entire restaurant 
emptied at a quarter to 


midnight, headed up the 
stairs of the attached park¬ 
ing garage and gathered 
on the roof to watch what 
we were promised would 
be an exciting fireworks 
display. 

We were misinformed. It 


was one of the best fire¬ 
works shows I’ve seen in 
my life, and that’s includ¬ 
ing those by the Macy’s, 
Gruccis, and Disneys. 

But it wasn’t the size of the 
fireworks that impressed. 


but our perch. From where 
we stood on the third floor 
of a parking garage that 
also happened to be one 
of the highest points on 
the island, we were able 
to see the fireworks being 
set off on the shoreline, 360 
degrees around us. Every¬ 
where we turned, there 
were more fireworks ex¬ 
ploding off in the distance. 
This wasn’t one huge fire¬ 
works show: it was dozens 
- maybe hundreds - of 
small fireworks shows, all 
going off simultaneously, 
all around us, highlighting 
in glittering silver the edges 
of the small island, located 
just 17 miles north of Ven¬ 
ezuela. 

And it was unlike any other 
New Year’s Eve I had ex¬ 
perienced. Something I’d 
only gotten in Aruba. 

Some New Year’s Eve 
memories sneak up on 
you. Aruba taught me to 
remain open to the pos¬ 
sibility of last-minute New 
Year’s surprises. 

The night’s still young."□ 
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DeRozan scores 26 as Raptors beat Pacers 95-82 


The Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — DeMar 
DeRozan scored 26 points 
and Kyle Lowry had 13 
points and a season-high 
14 assists as the Toronto 
Raptors extended their 
season-best winning streak 
to four games by beating 
the Indiana Pacers 95-82 in 
the NBA on Wednesday. 
NBA Capsules Terrence 
Ross scored 18 points and 
Jonas Valanciunas had 13 
points and nine rebounds 
as the Raptors (15-15) end¬ 
ed Indiana's five-game 
winning streak and im¬ 
proved their record to .500 
after 30 games for the first 
time since Jan. 6, 2010. 

The Raptors have won 
eight of 10 games since 
Dec. 13, when the major¬ 
ity of the players acquired 
from Sacramento in the 
Rudy Gay deal made their 
Toronto debuts. 

Roy Hibbert fouled out with 
16 points and Paul George 
had 12 for the Pacers, who 
recorded a season-worst 
23 turnovers. Indiana had 
won nine of its previous 
12 meetings with Toronto, 
including four straight in 
Canada. Danny Granger 
scored 11 points for Indi¬ 
ana. 

CLIPPERS 112, BOBCATS 85 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Blake 
Griffin scored 13 of his 31 
points in the final 7:05 and 
Jared Dudley got 11 of his 
20 points in the third quar¬ 
ter, leading the Clippers to 



victory over the Bobcats. 
Dudley faced his second 
former team in two games, 
making seven of 10 shots 
against the club that se¬ 
lected him with their first 
pick in the 2007 NBA draft 
and traded him to Phoe¬ 
nix after one season. He 
had nine points against 
the Suns on Monday in the 
Clippers’ 107-88 loss. 

Chris Paul had 17 points 
and 14 assists for the Clip¬ 
pers, who beat the Bob¬ 
cats for the sixth straight 
time and sent them to 
their 17th straight road loss 
against Western Confer¬ 
ence opponents. 

Al Jefferson and Kemba 
Walker each scored 14 
points for the Bobcats, 
whose previous six losses 
all were decided by five 
points or fewer. 

76ERS 114, NUGGETS 102 
DENVER (AP) — Evan Turner 
scored 23 points and Thad- 
deus Young added 17, 
helping the 76ers beat the 
slumping Nuggets. 

The Sixers had seven differ¬ 
ent players score in double 
figures en route to their 
second straight win away 
from home. 


Continued on Page 21 


Toronto Raptors' DeMar DeRozan, 
left, shoots on Indiana Pacers' Paul 
George during the first half of an 
NBA basketball game in Toronto on 
Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2014. 

Associated Press 


Armstrong wants hearing in bonus money fight 



In this July 6, 2005 file photo, 
overall leader Lance Arm¬ 
strong reacts on the podium 
after the fifth stage of the 
Tour de France cycling race 
between Chambord, western 
France, and Montargis, south 
of Paris. 

Associated Press 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Lance 
Armstrong is still fighting a 
Texas company that wants 
to recoup about $12 million 
in bonuses he was paid for 
winning the Tour de France 
while secretly using perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing drugs. 
Court documents filed in 
Dallas this week show Arm¬ 
strong has asked a judge 


to stop an arbitration panel 
from considering whether 
Dallas-based SCA Promo¬ 
tions should be able to re¬ 
cover its money. 

The company tried proving 
Armstrong used steroids 
and other drugs and dop¬ 
ing methods back in 2005, 
but ultimately agreed to 
pay him in a 2006 settle¬ 


ment.In a motion filed on 
Monday, Armstrong’s at¬ 
torneys say there’s “no au¬ 
thority under Texas law" for 
arbitration. They’ve asked 
a judge for a hearing. 
Armstrong was stripped of 
his seven Tour de France 
victories and given a life¬ 
time ban from sports in 
2012.Q 
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Leafs top Wings at snowy Winter Classsic 



Toronto Maple Leafs center Tyler Bozak (42) skates back to the bench as Detroit Red Wings goalie 
Jimmy Howard (35) leaves the net after Bozak’s game winning shot during a shootout in the Winter 
Classic outdoor NHL hockey game at Michigan Stadium in Ann Arbor, Mich., Wednesday, Jan. 1, 
2014. Associated Press 


LARRY LAGE 
AP Hockey Writer 
ANN ARBOR, Michigan (AP) 
— Tyler Bozak scored the 
winning shootout goal and 
Jonathan Bernier made 
two saves in the heart¬ 
pounding final moments, 
lifting the Toronto Maple 
Leafs to a 3-2 victory over 
Detroit at the snowy Winter 
Classic in front of the larg¬ 
est crowd to watch a hock¬ 
ey game. 

The announced atten¬ 
dance Wednesday of 
105,591 surpassed the 
104,173 who watched the 
University of Michigan and 
Michigan State Univer¬ 
sity play a college hockey 
game in the same football 
stadium known as the Big 
House in Ann Arbor in 2010. 
The game began with the 
temperature at 13 degrees 
Fahrenheit (minus 10 Cel¬ 
sius) and a steady snow 
that didn't stop on a windy 
afternoon. It was the sixth 
installment in the Winter 
Classic series — an annual 
regular-season game be¬ 
tween NHL clubs played 
outdoors. 

Because of the weather, 
however, this one felt more 
like an event than an ac¬ 
tual game. 

Detroit captain Henrik 


Zetterberg appeared to 
have good chance in 
overtime with the puck in 
the Maple Leafs’ end and 
defenseman Cody Franson 
on his left side. The horn, 
however, sounded to stop 
play at the 2:30 mark of the 
extra period so the teams 
could switch sides, ensuring 
both played into a 10 mph 
(16 kph) wind for an equal 
amount of time. 


“I think I would have had a 
clear breakaway,” Zetter¬ 
berg said. 

The game also was halted 
midway through the third 
period so that the teams 
could switch ends. In the 
shootout, skaters for both 
teams attempted shots 
with the wind in their face 
toward the same net — or 
end zone. 

After skaters with shovels 


cleared the snow from the 
ice, Pavel Datsyuk scored 
Detroit’s only goal in the 
shootout and teammate 
Tomas Tatar was foiled on 
his team’s third and final at¬ 
tempt because he couldn’t 
control the puck on the 
snow-covered surface and 
didn’t even get a shot off. 
“The conditions made it 
so some of the skill in the 
game was eliminated,” 


Red Wings coach Mike 
Babcock said. 

The struggling yet storied 
hockey franchises did their 
best to put on show in the 
snow. 

“I don’t know if you would 
call it a gem from a pace 
standpoint,” Maple Leafs 
coach Randy Carlyle said. 
“There was a lot of snow 
and a lot of things to deal 
with.” Joffrey Lupul, who 
might face discipline from 
the NHL for a cross-check 
that knocked Patrick Eaves 
out of the game in the first 
period, scored the first of 
two goals for the Maple 
Leafs in the shootout. 
Bernier, with a knit hat over 
his helmet, made 41 saves 
— the most in an outdoor 
regular-season game. 

In Wednesday’s only other 
NHL game, the Tampa Bay 
Lightning got just its second 
win in Vancouver in the 
21-year history of the club, 
beating the Canucks 4-2. 
Valtteri Filppula had a goal 
and an assist for the Light¬ 
ning, which also posted its 
fourth straight road win this 
season. 

Tampa Bay’s Ben Bishop 
made 28 saves for his 21st 
win of the season as the 
Lightning outshot the Ca¬ 
nucks 33-30. 


Nadal reaches Doha 
semis against qualifier 



Spain's Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Ernests Gulbis of Latvia 
during their quarterfinal at the ATP Open Tennis tournament at 
the Khalifa Tennis Complex in Doha, Qatar, Thursday, Jan. 2, 
2014. 

Associated Press 


SANDRA HARWITT 
Associated Press 
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — Top- 
seeded Rafael Nadal was 
the only seed remaining at 
the Qatar Open after he 
beat seventh-seeded Er¬ 
nests Gulbis 7-5, 6-4 in the 
quarterfinals on Thursday. 
Nadal is often tested by the 


24th-ranked Gulbis but has 
yet to lose a match to the 
Latvian in seven played. 
This match, which was 
delayed for two hours by 
rain, marked only the sec¬ 
ond time Nadal has beat¬ 
en Gulbis in straight sets. 
The other time was also in 
Doha, in the 2011 quarter¬ 


finals. 

Nadal is set to play German 
qualifier Peter Gojowczyk. 
The 162nd-ranked Gojow¬ 
czyk defeated fellow Ger¬ 
man qualifier Dustin Brown 
6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (5) to reach his 
first career tour semifinal. 
The othersemi will pit Florian 
Mayer of Germany against 
Gael Monfils of France. 
Mayer defeated Victor 
Hanescu of Romania 6-4, 
6-7 (8), 6-4, and Monfils 
took out Daniel Brands of 
Germany 6-2, 6-1. 

Nadal finally broke Gulbis 
in the 11th game when 
the latter sent a drop shot 
wide. Nadal needed five 
set points to close out the 
first set in the next game. 
Gulbis raced to 3-0 in the 


second set but couldn’t 
hold on to the advantage. 
He had three points for 4-1 
but ended up losing serve. 
Nadal broke with a stun¬ 
ning backhand cross-court 
that creased the line in the 
seventh game to take a 
permanent lead. He closed 
the match with a breath¬ 
taking backhand volley 
winner. 

“I’m happy to win against 
Ernests,” Nadal said. “If 
you are not playing well 
it’s very, very difficult. He’s 
able to hit winners from ev¬ 
ery part on the court." 
Before this week, Gojowc¬ 
zyk had only one ATP tour- 
level match win, at the 
2013 U.S. Open. 

Gojowczyk was serving for 


the match against Brown 
at 5-3, 40-30 in the third set 
but netted a forehand to 
drop his serve. From 5-5 in 
the tiebreaker, Gojowczyk 
won the final two points. 
“I'm so happy to be in the 
semifinals, it’s an unbeliev¬ 
ably good feeling," Gojow¬ 
czyk said. “2014 is begin¬ 
ning great for me." 
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Bears sign quarterback Jay Cutler to 7-year deal 



Chicago Bears quarterback Jay Cutler (6) walks off the field af¬ 
ter the Bears' 33-28 loss to the Green Bay Packers in an NFL foot¬ 
ball game on Sunday, Dec. 29, 2013, in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


GENE CHAMBERLAIN 

Associated Press 

LAKE FOREST, Illinois (AP) — 

The Chicago Bears signed 
Jay Cutler to a seven-year 
contract on Thursday, end¬ 
ing speculation they might 
make a change after five 
seasons of good and bad 
from their talented quarter¬ 
back. 

Cutler clearly thrived under 
first-year coach Marc Trest- 
man and now has some of 
the best complements on 
offense he’s had since ar¬ 
riving in Chicago in 2009. 
“It’s not always been 
easy," Cutler said. “There's 
been some bad years 
there's been some good 
years. I think it makes me 
appreciate the moment 
I’m in even more, with 
the offensive weapons 
we have, with the type of 
leadership we have from 
the front office, with the 
type of coaching staff we 
have. It makes me happy 
I’m here." 

The Bears also signed cor- 
nerback Tim Jennings, 
who has led the team in 
interceptions in each of 
the past two seasons, and 
guard Matt Slauson to four- 
yeardeals. Like Cutler, both 
players were scheduled to 


become free agents. 
General manager Phil 
Emery said the team and 
Cutler’s agent, Bus Cook, 
completed contract dis¬ 
cussions three days after 
the season ended on Sun¬ 
day with a 33-28 loss to 
the Green Bay Packers in 
a game that decided the 
NFC North title. Terms were 
not disclosed, but the deal 
for the 30-year-old Cutler 
is reportedly worth nearly 
$18 million per year over 
the first three years and in¬ 
cludes at least $50 million 
guaranteed. 

Cutler played in just 11 


games due to ankle and 
groin injuries. He complet¬ 
ed 224 of 355 passes for 
2,621 yards and 19 touch¬ 
downs with 12 intercep¬ 
tions. 

Emery said he was sold on 
Cutler’s return after seeing 
him in Trestman’s offense 
early in the season. Still, 
Emery said he wanted to 
see how Cutler responded 
to some adversity. He saw 
it when Cutler came back 
from a groin strain to face 
the Detroit Lions in a 21- 
19 loss and from an ankle 
sprain to beat the Cleve¬ 
land Browns 38-31. 


NFL honors Colts’ Mathis 
with Deacon Jones Award 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — In¬ 
dianapolis Colts linebacker 
Robert Mathis is the inau¬ 
gural winner of the NFL’s 
Deacon Jones Award. 

The honor, which goes to 
the NFL sacks champion, 
was announced on Thurs¬ 
day. 

The perennial Pro Bowler 
set a franchise single-sea¬ 
son record with 1914 sacks, 
giving him half a sack 
more than St. Louis’ Robert 
Quinn. 

Mathis also surpassed 
Dwight Freeney's franchise 
record for career sacks. 
Freeney finished his Colts 
career with 10714 sacks. 
Mathis has 111. 

Jones, a Hall of Famer, 
died on June 3 at age 74. 
Mathis calls Jones the “cre¬ 
ator" of the sack. 



Jacksonville Jaguars' Chad Henne (7) is tackled by Indianapo¬ 
lis Colts’ Robert Mathis (98) and Bjoern Werner (92) on a third 
down play during the first half of an NFL football game Sunday, 
Dec. 29, 2013, in Indianapolis. The Jaguars did not get the first 
down on the play. 

Associated Press 


Cutler feuded with former 
offensive coordinators like 
Ron Turner, Mike Martz 
and Mike Tice, but he has 
steadily climbed the fran¬ 
chise statistical charts and 
guided the Bears to the 
NFC Championship game 
in 2010. 

Linder Trestman, he 
seemed to gain a new 
lease on life. 

“The mindset is right and 
the talent in the locker 
room is right, so I’m happy 
to be joining the rest of the 
guys, the rest of the coach¬ 
es, the rest of the organiza¬ 
tion in pursuit of a champi¬ 
onship," Cuflersaid. 

Cutler wouldn’t call money 
the key reason for staying 
out of free agency, citing 
familiarity with Trestman’s 
offense as a big factor. He 
has only been in the same 
offense for consecutive 


years a few times in his NFL 
career, which started in 
2006. 

Trestman found Cutler ran 
his offense efficiently, even 
if he had a reputation as a 
big-play, big-mistake type 
of player. 

“He’s been through a lot,” 
Trestman said. “I mean, 
part of what’s brought him 
to this point is the scars of 
the last five years and the 
adversity that he’s gone 
through in getting to know 
himself better over the last 
five years. 

I saw selflessness. I cer¬ 
tainly saw mental tough¬ 
ness. When you evaluate 
a quarterback, you say, 
does he have an inventory 
of passes? Can he make all 
the throws? Does he have 
mobility? Is he a quick de¬ 
cision-maker? Jay has all 
that.” 


O’Brien leaves Penn 
State for NFL’s Texans 



In this April 20, 2013, file photo, Penn State coach Bill O'Brien 
answers questions during a news conference in State College, 
Pa. 

Associated Press 


DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 
Bill O’Brien left Penn State 
less than two years after 
replacing Joe Paterno to 
return to the NFL to coach 
the Houston Texans, the 
team with the league’s 
worst record this season. 
O’Brien will become the 
third coach in Texans histo¬ 
ry, following Dom Capers, 
who led the team from its 
expansion season in 2002, 
and Gary Kubiak. Hous¬ 
ton made the official an¬ 
nouncement on Thursday. 
“In your lifetime, you only 
get certain opportunities so 


many times,” O’Brien said 
at a Houston airport. “This 
is a great opportunity to 
work with an owner like Mr. 
(Bob) McNair and an orga¬ 
nization like the Texans. It is 
a very exciting time for my¬ 
self and my family." 

O’Brien was proud of his 
time at Penn State. 

“They gave me my first 
opportunity to be a head 
coach, and I’ll always 
thank them for that,” he 
said. 

“They're great kids at Penn 
State; lot of great people 
there.” 
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Ravens' LB Ray Lewis 
to retire after playoffs 


DAVID GINSBURG 
AP Sports Writer 
OWINGS MILLS, Maryland 
(AP) — Ray Lewis spent 17 
seasons deftly patrolling 
the middle of the football 
field and serving as an 
inspirational leader for the 
Baltimore Ravens. Now 
he’s poised and eager to 
become a full-time dad. 
Lewis announced 

Wednesday that he will 
end his brilliant NFL career 
after the Ravens complete 
their 2013 playoff run. 

Lewis has been sidelined 
since Oct. 14 with a torn 
right triceps. 

The 13-time Pro Bowl 
middle linebacker intends 
to return Sunday to face 
the Indianapolis Colts in 
what will almost certainly 
be his final home game. 
“Everything that starts has 
an end," Lewis said. “For 
me, today, I told my team 
that this will be my last ride.” 
Lewis will walk away from 
the game because he 
wants to spend more time 
with his sons. While working 
to return from his injury, 
Lewis watched two of his 
boys play on the same high 
school football team. He 
intends to see Ray Lewis 
III perform as a freshman 
next year for the University 
of Miami, where the elder 
Lewis starred before the 
Ravens selected him in the 
first round of the 1996 NFL 


Continued from Page 18 

Philadelphia halted a 13- 
game road losing streak 
in Los Angeles against the 
Lakers over the weekend. 
J.J. Hickson had 19 points 
and 11 rebounds for the 
Nuggets, who dropped 
their eighth game in a row. 
It’s the team’s longest skid 
since losing the final eight 
games of the 2002-03 sea¬ 
son. Denver also has lost 
some of its home-court 
mystique under first-year 
coach Brian Shaw, losing 
a fifth straight at the Pepsi 
Center. The Nuggets were 
a franchise-best 38-3 at 


draft. 

“God is calling," the 
37-year-old Lewis said. 
“My children have made 
the ultimate sacrifice for 
their father for 17 years. I 
don't want to see them 
do that no more. I’ve 
done what I wanted to do 
in this business, and now 
it’s my turn to give them 
something back." 

That’s why Lewis will pull off 
his No. 52 uniform for the 
last time after the Ravens 
lose or claim their second 
Super Bowl title. 

“It’s either (that or) hold 
onto the game and keep 
playing and let my kids miss 
out on times we can be 
spending together,” Lewis 
said. “Because I always 
promised my son if he got 
a full ride on scholarship 
Daddy is going to be there. 
I can’t miss that.” 

Lewis was the AP Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2000, 
the same season he was 
voted the Most Valuable 
Player in the Super Bowl 
following Baltimore’s 34-7 
rout of the New York Giants. 
Lewis was also Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2003, 
and is the only player in 
NFL history with at least 
40 career sacks and 30 
interceptions. 

“I never played the game 
for individual stats. I only 
played the game to make 
my team a better team," 

NBA Capsules 

home last season. 

MAVERICKS 87, WIZARDS 78 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Mon- 
ta Ellis scored 23 points and 
Vince Carter had 13 as the 
Mavericks held the Wizards 
scoreless for more than four 
minutes late in the fourth 
quarter. 

The Wizards led 74-70 with 
4:58 to play, but the Mav¬ 
ericks scored nine straight 
points on a 3-pointer by 
Carter, a hook shoot by 
Brandan Wright, two free 
throws by Carter and a 
jumper by Ellis. 

Washington didn’t score 
again until John Wall, 
who led the Wizards with 


he said. 

Lewis has been with the 
Ravens since they moved 
from Cleveland. After 
being selected 26th overall 
in Baltimore’s first NFL draft, 
Lewis became a fixture at 
middle linebacker — and a 
beloved figure in Baltimore. 
He remained that way 
even after his alleged 
involvement in a double¬ 
murder in Atlanta in early 
2000 . 

In June of that year, a 
judge approved a deal 
allowing Lewis to avoid 
murder charges and jail 
time by pleading guilty 
to a misdemeanor and 
testifying against two co¬ 
defendants. Within a year, 
Lewis was in the Super Bowl, 
leading the Ravens to their 
only NFL championship. 

The news of his decision 
quickly resounded around 
the rest of the NFL. 

Colts coach Chuck 
Pagano, who served 
as Lewis’ defensive 
coordinator last year, said, 
“I thought, shoot, the guy 
could play forever and 
would play forever. Great 
person, great man, great 
player, just an unbelievable 
human being — what he’s 
done for that organization, 
that city and for that 
matter, so many people. 
He’s obviously a first-ballot 
Hall of Famer and will be 
sorely missed." □ 


22 points, made two free 
throws with 46 seconds to 
play. Trevor Booker had 10 
points and a career-high 
19 rebounds for Washing¬ 
ton. It was Dallas’ fourth 
straight win on the road 
and their eighth straight 
over the Wizards (14-15), 
who failed in their attempt 
to rise above .500 for the 
first time since Oct. 31, 
2009. 

In other NBA games it was 
Dallas 87, Washington 78; 
Toronto 95, Indiana 82; Min¬ 
nesota 124, New Orleans 
112; Philadelphia 114, Den¬ 
ver 102; and L.A. Clippers 
112, Charlotte 85.0 



In this Dec. 18, 2011, file photo, Baltimore Ravens 
linebacker Ray Lewis peers over the line of scrimmage during 
the first half of a NFL football game against the San Diego 
Charges in San Diego. 

Associated Press 
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Williams, Sharapova to meet in Brisbane semifinals 



Serena Williams of the U.S. plays a shot in her quarter final match 
against Dominika Cibulkova of Slovakia during the Brisbane In¬ 
ternational tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, Thursday, 
Jan. 2, 2014. 

Associated Press 


JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer 
BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 

— Serena Williams and 
Maria Sharapova are set 
to renew their long and 
not-so-friendly rivalry in the 
semifinals at the Brisbane 
International, a key warm¬ 
up tournament for the Aus¬ 
tralian Open. 

The pair played back- 
to-back quarterfinals on 
center court Thursday, 
with the third-seeded 
Sharapova beating 2012 
Brisbane champion Kaia 
Kanepi of Estonia 4-6, 6-3, 
6-2. She dropped three 
service games in the first 
set and another to open 
the second before finding 
her range and staging her 
comeback against the No. 
30-ranked Kanepi. 

The top-ranked Williams, 
the defending champion, 
was next on court and 
didn’t lose a point on serve 
in the first set en route to 
a 6-3, 6-3 win over ninth- 
seeded Diminika Cibulko¬ 
va of Slovakia. 

Williams has a 14-2 record 
and 13-match winning 
streak against Sharapova 
dating back to the 2005 
Australian Open semifi¬ 
nals, beating the Russian 
most recently in last year’s 
French Open final. 

Any friendship the pair 
had at that stage soured 
when they traded per¬ 
sonal barbs relating to 
their romantic relationships 


ahead of Wimbledon, 
where Sharapova made 
an early exit. Sharapova 
only played one match af¬ 
ter that in 2013 and spent 
the latter months of the 
season recovering from a 
right shoulder problem. 
Williams, meanwhile, had a 
spectacular year, winning 
78 of her 82 matches and 
capturing 11 titles, includ¬ 
ing two majors. 

As far as any grudges go, 
Williams said Thursday: “It’s 
very difficult I think for any¬ 
one to be best buddies 
when you’re so competi¬ 
tive.” 

Sharapova didn’t back 
away from the comments 
she made about Wil¬ 
liams at Wimbledon in a 
New York Times profile last 
month, giving the impres¬ 
sion that the relationship 
between the pair was still 
cold. On Thursday, she said 
she’d used the newspaper 
interview to “clear the air.” 
Asked how she’d describe 
their rivalry now, Sharapo¬ 
va replied: “Well, I think I 
got to win a few times in 
order to call it rivalry.” 

“I haven’t had a lot of 
success against her,” she 
added. “It’s the first tourna¬ 
ment of the year. I came 
here wanting to play as 
many matches as I could 
and obviously wanting to 
play the best.” 

Australian Open champion 
Victoria Azarenka had dif¬ 
ficulty closing out her quar¬ 


terfinal match before beat¬ 
ing Stefanie Voegele 6-4, 
6-7 (7), 6-1. 

The second-seeded Aza¬ 
renka failed to convert 
eight match points in the 
second set — three serv¬ 
ing at 5-4 and another five 
in the tiebreaker — before 
Voegele rallied to force a 
third. Azarenka raced to 
a 4-0 lead in the deciding 
set, dropped serve and 
then finally finished it off on 
her 10th match point. 
“Yeah, I made it ... about 
20 times harder than it 
should have been,” Aza¬ 
renka said. “I definitely 


should have closed it out a 
little earlier.” 

Azarenka will next face 
fourth-seeded Jelena 
Jankovic, who beat fifth- 
seeded Angelique Kerber 
of Germany 6-7 (8), 6-3, 6-1. 
In men’s second-round 
matches, Romanian quali¬ 
fier Marius Copil beat third- 
seeded Gilles Simon 7-5, 
6-3 and will next meet for¬ 
mer No. 1-ranked Lleyton 
Hewitt, who ousted No. 

6- seeded Feliciano Lopez 

7- 5, 6-3. 

No. 8-seeded Jeremy 
Chardy beat Nicolas Ma- 
hut 7-5, 6-7 (4), 6-3 and 


fourth-seeded Kevin An¬ 
derson withdrew due to a 
stomach ailment before his 
scheduled second-round 
match against Australian 
wildcard entry Sam Groth. 
In other Australasian tour¬ 
naments, Milos Raonic and 
Eugenie Bouchard com¬ 
bined to give Canada a 
3-0 win over Italy at the 
Hopman Cup in Perth, and 
Venus Williams and Ana 
Ivanovic progressed to the 
semifinals at the WTA Tour’s 
ASB Classic in Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

Canada (2-1) maintained 
a chance of qualifying for 
Saturday’s Hopman Cup 
final from Group A when 
Raonic beat Andreas Sep- 
pi 6-2, 6-4 and Bouchard 
clinched it when Flavia 
Pennetta retired with a 
right wrist injury while trail¬ 
ing 4-0 in the first set. 
Poland also won, beating 
Australia 2-1. 

In Auckland, Venus Wil¬ 
liams beat Garbine Mugu- 
ruza of Spain 6-3, 6-3 and 
the second-seeded Iva¬ 
novic beat Kurumi Nara of 
Japan 6-2, 6-3. 

Ivanovic will play her dou¬ 
bles partner, third-seeded 
Kirsten Flipkens of Belgium, 
in Friday’s semifinals while 
Williams will play Jamie 
Hampton. 

Flipkens beat Japanese 
qualifier Sachie Ishizu 6-4, 
7-5 and the fifth-seeded 
Hampton beat Lauren Da¬ 
vis 6-2, 4-6, 6-4.□ 


Scott edges Woods for GWAA player of the year 



In this March 14, 2011, file photo, Adam Scott, left, of Australia, 
chats with Tiger Woods while walking on the ninth fairway dur¬ 
ing the first day of the Tavistock Cup golf tournament in Winder- 
mere, Fla. Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) — 

Masters champion Adam 
Scott narrowly beat Tiger 
Woods as the male player 
of the year in voting by the 
Golf Writers Association of 
America on Thursday. 

The GWAA takes into ac¬ 
count more than just a 
player’s performance on 
the U.S. PGA Tour. Scott 
won four times around the 
world, none bigger than his 
playoff victory at Augusta 
National to become the 
first Australian in a green 
jacket. He also won a Fe¬ 
dEx Cup playoff event and 
twice in Australia, and he 


joined Jason Day to win 
the portion of the World 
Cup for Australia at Royal 


Melbourne. 

Out of 218 ballots, Scott 
won by five votes. 


“It is an honor to be rec¬ 
ognized as the most con¬ 
sistent male golfer of 2013 
and it is appreciated to 
have the respect of the 
Golf Writers of America. 
Thank you,” Scott said from 
Kapalua, where he’s play¬ 
ing in the Hyundai Tourna¬ 
ment of Champions. 
Woods won five times on 
the U.S. tour, including The 
Players Championship and 
two World Golf Champion¬ 
ships, though he went a 
fifth straight year without 
winning a major. Woods 
also won the tour money 
title and the Vardon Trophy 
for the lowest scoring aver- 
age.Woods won player of 


the year from the U.S. PGA 
Tour (a vote of players) and 
PGA of America (based on 
points). Those awards con¬ 
sider only a player’s tour 
record. The tour does not 
disclose vote totals. 

Scott received 75 votes, 
or 34 percent of the vote, 
compared with 70 votes 
for Woods. In a season 
that had so many players 
accomplish so much, Phil 
Mickelson received 17 per¬ 
cent, while Henrik Stenson 
got 16 percent. Mickelson 
won the British Open for 
the third leg of the Grand 
Slam, along with the Phoe¬ 
nix Open and the Scottish 
Open.Q 
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Snapchat suffers 
security breach 



In this Thursday, Oct. 24, 2013, Snapchat CEO Evan Spiegel poses for photos, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Snap¬ 
chat, the disappearing- 
message service popular 
with young people, has 
been quiet following a se¬ 
curity breach that allowed 
hackers to collect the user- 
names and phone num¬ 
bers of millions of its users. 
Company spokeswoman 
Mary Ritti said Thursday 
morning that the company 
is assessing the situation, 
but did not have further 
comment. 

As Americans rang in the 
New Year, hackers report¬ 
edly published 4.6 million 
Snapchat usernames and 
phone numbers on a web¬ 
site called snapchatdb. 
info, which has since been 
suspended. The breach 
came less than a week af¬ 
ter security experts alerted 
Snapchat of a vulnerability 
in its system and warned 
that an attack could take 
place. 

In response to the warn¬ 
ing, Snapchat said in a 
blog post last Friday that it 
had implemented “various 
safeguards” over the past 
year that would make it 
more difficult to steal large 
sets of phone numbers. But 
the measures appear to 
have fallen short. 

The incident bruises the im¬ 
age of a young company 
that reportedly turned 


down a $3 billion buyout 
offer from Facebook last 
year. According to the Pew 
Research Center’s Internet 
& American Life Project, 9 
percent of U.S. cell phone 
owners use Snapchat, 
which amounts to roughly 
20 million adults, based on 
2012 census data. The Pew 
study didn’t include users 
under 18, a demographic 
with which Snapchat is es¬ 
pecially popular. The Los 
Angeles-based company, 
which has no source of rev¬ 
enue, has not disclosed its 
own user figures. 

What should users do? Gib¬ 
son Security, the firm that 
warned Snapchat of the 
security vulnerability on 
Dec. 25, has created a site, 
— http://lookup.gibsonsec. 
org/ — that lets users type 
in their username to see if 
their phone number was 
among those leaked. Of 
two user accounts that The 
Associated Press checked, 
one was found to have 
been compromised. 

Gibson Security did not 
publish the last two digits of 
the phone numbers. 

Gibson says users can de¬ 
lete their Snapchat ac¬ 
count if they wish, but “this 
won’t remove your phone 
number from the already 
circulating leaked data¬ 
base." Users can also ask 
their phone company to 
give them a new phone 


number. 

“Lastly, ensure that your 
security settings are up to 
scratch on your social me¬ 
dia profiles. 

Be careful about what 
data you give away to sites 
when you sign up — if you 
don’t think a service re¬ 
quires your phone number, 
don’t give it to them,” Gib¬ 
son said. 

This was Gibson’s second 
warning to Snapchat, fol¬ 
lowing one in August that 
the security firm said was 
ignored. 

“Given that it’s been 
around four months since 
our last Snapchat release, 
we figured we’d do a re¬ 
fresher on the latest ver¬ 
sion, and see which of the 
released exploits had been 


fixed (full disclosure: none 
of them),” Gibson wrote on 
the Gibson Security web¬ 
site. 

The Snapchat breach 
comes just two weeks after 
Target was hit with a mas¬ 
sive data security breach 
that affected as many as 
40 million debit and credit 
card holders. Gartner se¬ 
curity analyst Avivah Litan, 
said phone numbers are 
not considered “sensitive" 
personally identifiable in¬ 
formation — such as credit 
card or social security num¬ 
bers — so they are collect¬ 
ed by all sorts of companies 
to verify a person’s identity. 
A phone number is “not as 
bad as password or mag¬ 
netic strip information, but 
it’s the piece of the puzzle 


that criminals need to im¬ 
personate identities,” she 
said. 

Regarding Snapchat’s re¬ 
sponse to the warnings, 
however, Litan added that 
it “doesn’t seem that re¬ 
sponsible to be so noncha¬ 
lant about it.” 

Christopher Soghoian, prin¬ 
cipal technologist with the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, agreed. 

“The main problem was 
that they ignored a respon¬ 
sible report by security re¬ 
searchers,” he said, add¬ 
ing that his concern is not 
with the specific database 
of information that was re¬ 
leased, but that Snapchat 
has “demonstrated a cav¬ 
alier attitude about privacy 
and security.” 


Ford to unveil solar 
hybrid concept car at CES 





This undated image provided by Ford shows the C-MAX Solar 
Energi Concept car. 

Associated Press 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Ford 
plans to unveil at this 
month’s International CES 
gadget show a solar-pow¬ 
ered concept car that of¬ 
fers the same performance 
as a plug-in hybrid but with¬ 
out the need for a plug. 

The C-MAX Solar Energi 
Concept car uses a gaso¬ 
line engine combined with 
a gizmo that acts like a 
magnifying glass to con¬ 
centrate the sun’s rays on 
the vehicle’s roof-mount¬ 
ed solar panels. The auto¬ 
maker says the vehicle’s 
estimated combined city¬ 


highway mileage is 100 
miles (160 kilometers) per 
gallon. 

The U.S. auto maker says 
that by using solar power 
instead of an electric plug, 
a typical owner will reduce 
their annual greenhouse 
gas emissions by four met¬ 
ric tons. 

The company says it sold 
about 85,000 hybrid or 
electric vehicles in 2013, in¬ 
cluding 6,300 units of its C- 
MAX Energi plug-in hybrid. 
The sun-ray concentra¬ 
tor was developed by re¬ 
searchers at the Georgia 


Institute of Technology 
and uses what is known as 
a Fresnel lens, which con¬ 
centrates light but can be 
made thinner than a con¬ 
ventional lens. A full day of 
sunshine is equivalent to a 
four-hour battery charge, 
or 8 kilowatts, Ford says. 

On a full charge, it should 
have a range of 620 miles 
(997 kilometers), the same 
as the C-MAX Energi. The 
concept car also comes 
with a plug-in port for stan¬ 
dard electric charging. 

Ford says that 75 percent of 
all trips made by an aver¬ 


age driver could be pow¬ 
ered by the sun. 

After showing off the con¬ 
cept car at the convention 
in Las Vegas Jan. 7-10, Ford 


Motor Co. says that it will 
test the vehicle with insti¬ 
tute researchers to deter¬ 
mine if it’s feasible for mass 
production. 
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After year of stock records, a weak start to 2014 



Booz Allen Hamilton Chairman and CEO Ralph Shrader, center, and guests attend the opening 
bell ceremony at the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014. The defense contractor 
provides management, technology, and engineering services to the U.S. government's defense 
and intelligence agencies. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Investors 
may already feel a little 
nostalgic for 2013. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index began the New Year 


with its worst performance 
in three weeks as energy 
and technology compa¬ 
nies pulled down the stock 
market. 

Stocks started the year at 
lofty heights after a com¬ 


bination of rising company 
earnings and economic 
stimulus from the Federal 
Reserve pushed major in¬ 
dexes to record levels in 
2013. The S&P 500 surged 
almost 30 percent, its best 


year since 1997, and the 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age climbed 26.5 percent, 
the most since 1995. 

“The market was grossly 
overbought and needed 
to pull back,” said Pe¬ 
ter Cardillo, chief market 
economist at Rockwell 
Global Capital. “But fun¬ 
damentally everything is 
looking pretty good.” 

The S&P 500 dropped 16.38 
points, or 0.9 percent, to 
1,831.98, its worst start to 
a year’s trading since Jan. 
2, 2008, when the index 
slumped 1.4 percent. 

The Dow fell 135.31 points, 
or 0.8 percent, to 16,441.35. 
The Nasdaq composite slid 
33.52 points, or 0.8 percent, 
to 4,143.07. 

Energy stocks fell as the 
price of oil dropped $2.98, 
or 3 percent, to $95.44 a 
barrel. Oil slumped after 
reports that an end to pro¬ 
tests at a major Libyan oil 
field could return 300,000 
barrels of daily production 
to the global market. 
Technology stocks lost 


ground after analysts pub¬ 
lished gloomy notes on 
companies in the sector. 
Analog Devices lost $1.65, 
or 3.2 percent, to $49.28 
after analysts at Goldman 
Sachs advised its clients to 
sell the chipmaker’s stock, 
saying it’s overvalued 
compared to its peers. 
Apple fell $7.89, or 1.4 per¬ 
cent, to $553.13, after Wells 
Fargo cut its outlook on the 
stock to “market perform” 
from “outperform," saying 
profit margins may come 
under pressure later this 
year. 

Some analysts said inves¬ 
tors shouldn’t read too 
much into the lackluster 
start to the year because 
trading volumes were be¬ 
low normal as the holiday 
season wound down with 
many market participants 
still away from their desks. 

“I don’t think we can really 
start counting till Monday," 
said Dan Morris, Global In¬ 
vestment Strategist at TIAA- 
CREF. “A lot of people are 
still on holiday.”□ 


US manufacturing expands at solid pace in December 



Employees at Sheffield Platers Inc. work on the factory floor in San Diego. The Institute for Supply 
Management issued its U.S. manufacturing index for December on Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014, which 
showed a healthy pace of growth. (AP Photo/Lenny Ignelzi) 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
manufacturing grew at a 
healthy pace in December 
as factories stepped up 
hiring and received more 
orders. The expansion sug¬ 
gests solid growth at the 
end of the year. 

The Institute for Supply 


Management, a trade 
group of purchasing man¬ 
agers, said Thursday that 
its index of manufactur¬ 
ing activity slipped to 57 
from 57.3 in November. 
But that’s still the second- 
highest reading in the past 
2 Vi years. And any reading 
above 50 signals growth. 

A measure of new orders 


rose to the highest level 
since April 2010. And a 
gauge of hiring increased 
to its highest level since 
June 2011. Production and 
a measure of manufactur¬ 
ers’ stockpiles fell. 

“It is clear that growth re¬ 
mained strong at the end 
of last year and this should 
continue into 2014,” said 


Paul Dales, an economist 
at Capital Economics. 
Overseas demand is grow¬ 
ing, but at a much slower 
rate, the survey found. A 
gauge of export orders fell 
to 55 from 59.5. 

And a separate report this 
week showed factories in 
China expanded in De¬ 
cember but at a slower 
pace than the previous 
month. 

Still, the small decline in 
the U.S. survey doesn’t 
dampen the outlook for 
American factories. The 
manufacturing index had 
increased for six straight 
months through Novem¬ 
ber. 

Americans are buying 
more cars and homes, 
both of which fuel factory 
output. Many homebuy- 
ers also purchase furniture, 
appliances and electron¬ 
ics. And companies are 
stepping up spending on 
large machinery and other 
equipment after holding 
back in the fall. 

Other snapshots of manu¬ 
facturing have also been 
healthy. Factory output 
rose in November for the 
fourth straight month, ac¬ 


cording to the Federal 
Reserve. A big increase in 
auto production fueled the 
gain. 

Auto sales reached the 
highest level in nearly sev¬ 
en years in November. Car 
makers will report Decem¬ 
ber figures on Friday. 
Demand for long-lasting 
goods jumped in Novem¬ 
ber, the government said 
last week, evidence that 
businesses are investing in 
facilities and equipment. 
That should help lift eco¬ 
nomic growth in the Octo- 
ber-December quarter. 

The improving trends have 
led manufacturers to step 
up hiring, creating more 
higher-paying jobs. Facto¬ 
ries have added jobs for 
four straight months. In No¬ 
vember, they hired 27,000 
new workers, the most in 20 
months. 

Companies rapidly in¬ 
creased their stockpiles of 
goods in the July-Septem- 
ber quarter, one reason 
factories have boosted 
output. That helped push 
economic growth to an 
annual rate of 4.1 per¬ 
cent, the best in nearly two 
years.Q 














US house prices 
rise again, but the 
pace could slow 


ANNIE LOWREY 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - It was a 
great year for the stock 
market. And it was also a 
pretty good year for many 
people’s biggest invest¬ 
ment: their homes. 

In 2013’s last glimpse at 
the housing market, figures 
released this week show 
that home prices in major 
metro areas kept rising in 
October. Year-over-year, 
prices were up 13.6 per¬ 
cent, the biggest gain in 
seven years. 

After plummeting during 
the housing bust, prices 
have increased steadily 
since the spring of 2012. 
But while prices in 20 ma¬ 
jor American metro areas 
increased 0.2 percent in 
October, without seasonal 
adjustment, the quick re¬ 
bound in prices is slowing, 
according to the closely 
watched S&P/Case-Shiller 
data. Higher mortgage 
rates might slow the pace 
of improvement going for¬ 
ward, analysts say. 
Nationally, the increase 
in home prices has mod¬ 
erated, the S&P/Case- 
Shiller analysis said. Prices 
decreased in nine metro 
areas between Septem¬ 
ber and October, includ¬ 
ing Denver, Chicago and 
Washington, whereas just 
one saw price decreases 
between August and Sep¬ 
tember. 

“Monthly numbers show 
we are living on borrowed 
time and the boom is fad¬ 
ing," said David M. Blitzer 
of S&P Dow Jones Indices 
in an analysis of the new 
housing numbers. A big 
question, he said, is how 
quickly the Federal Re¬ 
serve pulls back from its ex¬ 
traordinary efforts to keep 
rates low. 

“The key economic ques¬ 
tion facing housing is the 
Fed’s future course to 
scale back quantitative 
easing and how this will 
affect mortgage rates,” 
Blitzer said. “Other housing 
data paint a mixed picture 
suggesting that we may be 
close to the peak gains in 
prices.” He added: “Most 
forecasts for home prices 
point to single-digit growth 
in 2014."□ 
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Fiat stock soars on Chrysler deal; unions worry 


FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Shares in Fiat 
soared on Thursday on the 
news the Italian automaker 
will take full ownership of 
Chrysler, but some Italian 
unions worried what the 
deal will mean for jobs and 


investments in the country. 
In a New Year’s day an¬ 
nouncement, Fiat Spa said 
it could complete its ac¬ 
quisition of Chrysler without 
having to raise new capital 
through a rights issue. In¬ 
vestors cheered the fact, 
bidding the shares up 12 


percent on the Milan ex¬ 
change. The stock was up 
by as much as 15.8 percent 
earlier in the day. 

Fiat will buy a 41.5 percent 
stake held by a United Auto 
Workers union trust fund for 
$1.75 billion (about 1.35 bil¬ 
lion euros) in cash and an¬ 


other $1.9 billion in extraor¬ 
dinary dividends. The deal 
is due to close by Jan. 20. 
The agreement caps the 
dream of Sergio Mar- 
chionne, Fiat’s chief exec¬ 
utive and CEO of Chrysler 
Group, to run a truly global 
automaker. Marchionne 


called the deal one of life’s 
“defining moments that go 
down in the history books.” 
The move was greeted in 
Italy, where Fiat is the larg¬ 
est private employer, with 
a mixture of anxiety and 
excitement. 

Italian unions have long 


fretted that the global 
reach of Fiat could come 
at their expense in terms 
of production, job security 
and contract conditions. 
Their leaders immediately 
pressed for guarantees, 
appealing to the govern¬ 
ment to help safeguard 


their concerns. 

“It is indispensable that Fiat 
say what it intends to do in 
our country,” Susanna Ca- 
musso, leader of the na¬ 
tionwide, left-leaning CGIL 
labor confederation, said 
in a statement. 

Fiat has a total of 215,000 
employees, almost a third 
of which are in Italy. 

While praising the deal as 
important for Fiat to keep 
up with rivals, Camusso in¬ 
sisted that the company’s 
“strategic direction and 
planning remain Italian” 
and that it “keep a signifi¬ 
cant presence in Italy.” 
Allied with CGIL is the FIOM 
metalworker’s union, which 
has a reputation as a hard¬ 
liner in labor negotiations. 
“We contend that the ac¬ 
quisition of the remaining 
capital shares of Chrysler 
group was possible thanks 
to the maximizing of indus¬ 
trial capital and of human 
capital of the workers of 
Fiat Group in Italy,” said Mi¬ 
chele De Palma, in charge 
of FIOM at the automaker. 
“Before celebrating, we 
contend it is fundamental 
to understand the deal’s 
terms,” De Palma said in a 
written statement. 

The union leader said he 
will ask the premier’s office 
to summon all sides to talks 
about the future of the Ital¬ 
ian plants. The government 
is struggling to revive the 
economy, which is mired in 
recession and plagued by 
unemployment. □ 



Rain falls on a Fiat logo pictured on a car in Milan, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2014. Italian automaker 
Fiat SpA announced that it reached an agreement to acquire the remaining shares of Chrysler 
for $3.65 billion in payments to a union-controlled trust fund. Fiat already owns 58.5 percent of 
Chrysler's shares, with the remaining 41.5 percent held by a United Auto Workers union trust fund 
that pays health care bills for retirees. 

(AP Photo/Antonio Calanni) 


Macau casinos hit jackpot with $45B in revenue 


HONG KONG (AP) — The 
tiny Chinese city of Ma¬ 
cau has again smashed its 
annual record for casino 
earnings as revenues last 
year hit a staggering $45 
billion, further underlining its 
position as the world’s big¬ 
gest gambling market. 
Macau’s nearly three doz¬ 
en casinos raked in 33.5 bil¬ 
lion patacas ($4.2 billion) 
in December, according 
to data released Thursday 
by the Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau, 
the gambling regulator. 
That brought revenue for 
2013 to 360.8 billion pata¬ 
cas ($45 billion), up 18.6 
percent from 2012. 


Analyst Grant Govertsen of 
Union Gaming Research es¬ 
timated that Macau’s take 
would be more than seven 
times the amount earned 
on the Las Vegas Strip. 

The former Portuguese col¬ 
ony’s once-lethargic casi¬ 
no market has thrived since 
the government ended a 
gambling monopoly a de¬ 
cade ago and let in foreign 
players such as Las Vegas 
Sands Corp. and Wynn Re¬ 
sorts Ltd. 

The ensuing competition 
has transformed the tiny 
enclave into a gambling 
powerhouse, with glitzy 
new casino resorts cen¬ 
tered on the Cotai Strip, 


marketed as Asia's version 
of the Las Vegas Strip. 

All six casino operators in 
Macau, an hour by high¬ 
speed ferry from Hong 
Kong, are pouring billions of 
dollars into new megaproj¬ 
ects in the district in a fresh 
round of expansion. 
Macau’s casino revenues 
are the envy of other mar¬ 
kets around Asia, which 
have been looking at ways 
to duplicate the southern 
Chinese city’s success. 
Increasing numbers of 
wealthy high-rolling visitors 
from mainland China have 
helped power Macau’s rise 
as a casino hub. 

Revenue has already over¬ 


taken the entire market in 
the U.S., where a year ago 
some 12,000 U.S. casinos 
raked in $37.3 billion, ac¬ 
cording to figures from the 
American Gaming Asso¬ 
ciation. 

In the same period, Ma¬ 
cau, which has 35 casinos 
and a population of about 
560,000, earned $38 billion, 
according to the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordina¬ 
tion Bureau. 

Though comparable U.S. 
figures for 2013 are not yet 
available, Macau’s lead is 
certain to widen as growth 
in major markets like the Las 
Vegas Strip has largely hit a 
plateau.□ 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 


HELLO, N ) I'm terribly sorry, 
SUPPORT? L: “', sir, that must 
I WAS ON HOLD \ have been very 
FOR 32 MINUTES,annoying 
THEN SOT 7 1 

CUT OFF 



NOT REALLY... 
I'M K1NDA USED 
TO WAITING 
FOR TECH 
SUPPORT 


You know, it's patient guys like 
you who take all the 
joy out of my job! 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 



Zits 


1 THINK TME6AR/VSE 
voozopm&zmez 
THE MOST BRILLIANT 7 
INVENTION OF ALL- /O 



WHILE YOJ WEPE SAVING- 
THAT IROWNLOAPEPAN 
APP THAT MAKES ?C?cm\ 
WHENEVER I STREAM 
v A MOVIE. 



S9WEPISASREE Y NUTS! 
ONTHEEARAtSE j THE EXTRA 
OPENER THINGS. / PUTTERBUTTON 



Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ LOS 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Disease- 
causing 
microorganism 

5 Tiny European 
nation 

10 Pleased 

14 Hawaiian island 

15 Once more 

16 Cartoon bear 

17 Hat’s edge 

18 Noisy brawl 

20 Hotel 

21 Lion’s neck hair 

22 Stove 

23 Opponent 

25 Feline 

26 Take for 
granted 

28 Nativity scene 
figurine 

31 Game that is 
often state-run 

32 Entreaties 

34 Van 

Winkle" 

36 _ and cons 

37 Armada 

38 Sandwich shop 

39 Title for Marco 
Rubio: abbr. 

40 Hang limply 

41 Long gun 

42 Go over again 

44 Linder_: while 

being forced 

45 TV’s Got a 
Secret" 

46 Actor Lawford 

47 “Likewise!” 

50 Former Iranian 
leader’s title 

51 Golfer Ernie _ 

54 Senseless 

57 Make a tiny cut 

58 “Groovy!" to 
today’s kids 

59 Pay hike 

60 Pinnacle 

61 Discontinues 

62 Run chase 

63 No longer here 

DOWN 

1 Large Asian 
desert 

2 Make money 

3 Imitation gem 


4 Large colorful 
flower, for short 

5 Senora in Paris 

6 Terrible pain 

7 Walkway 

8 Can material 

9 _ day now; 
pretty soon 

10 Whirl around 

11 Crazy as a_ 

12 Very eager 

13 Levee 

19 Orchestra 
section 
21 Short note 

24 Party treat 

25 Winter garment 

26 Mountain range 
in Europe 

27 More resentful 

28 Army vehicle 

29 First choice 

30 Beverly CA 

32 Farm vehicle 

33 Zodiac lion 

35 Eskimo ice 
cream treats 

37 On the house 

38 Urgent 


40 Chunk of turf 

41 Babe _ of 
baseball 

43 Blood pressure, 
pulse, etc. 

44 Card distributor 

46 _ out; get rid 
of gradually 

47 Chop finely 


48 Common metal 

49 _ on; trampled 

50 In a _; miffed 

52 Peru’s capital 

53 Drove too fast 

55 Lyricist _ 
Gershwin 

56 Bumpkin 

57 Unhappy 
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A Cleaned-Up Hotel In Times Square 


DAVID W. DUNLAP 
© 2014 New York Times 
NEW YORK - It isn’t easy for 
hotels to stand out from 
their competitors. In 2006, 
however, the Hotel Carter, 
near Times Square, found 
a new way to do so when 
TripAdvisor readers named 
it the dirtiest hotel in Amer¬ 
ica. 

With No. 1 finishes again in 
2008 and 2009, the Carter 
won a triple victory that is 
not likely to be equaled, 
since TripAdvisor no longer 
compiles a “dirtiest” list. 

But the Carter would prob¬ 
ably be out of the compe¬ 
tition anyway. It has been 
under new management 
for eight months and will be 
offered for sale in 2014. 

As a result of legal battles 
among the many survivors 
of Tran Dinh Truong, who 
owned the hotel from 1977 
until his death in 2012, the 
Carter has been placed in 
the hands of a temporary 
administrator, Stanley Par- 
ness. He is a former presid¬ 
ing justice of the appellate 
term in state Supreme Court 
in Manhattan whose rulings 
24 years ago cleared the 
way for the redevelopment 
of Times Square. 

“Our direction from Judge 
Parness has been to focus 
on correcting all life-safety 
issues,” said John J. Cruz of 
GF Management, who took 
over the Carter in April. 

He said 15 outstanding 
building code violations 
were “in varying stages of 
being addressed.” 

What Cruz walked into was 
a $99-a-night, 615-room 
mess. 

Any hotel can have bed¬ 
bugs. The Carter had in¬ 
sects that greeted guests in 
the lobby. 

The hotel's cryptic mot¬ 
to - “You Wanted in Time 
Square & Less” - was the 
least of its problems, but 
it did suggest that things 


were out of control. 

Fire extinguishers had not 
been recharged since the 
1970s, Cruz said. Exit signs 
were not illuminated. Ele¬ 
vators in the 24-story build¬ 
ing broke down repeatedly 
and were overdue for main¬ 
tenance and inspection. 
Discarded hospital linens 
were used on guests’ beds. 
The housekeeping staff, 
working in street clothes, 
cleaned rooms every third 
day. On weekends, there 
were no doormen. Insur¬ 
ance coverage was insuf¬ 
ficient, Parness said. Loans 
had not been repaid. 
Progress has been made 
on all fronts, Cruz and Par¬ 
ness said. Occupancy has 
increased to 74 percent, 
from 68 percent. And on 
TripAdvisor’s 1-to-100 cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction index, 
the Carter has increased to 
73.6, from 67.6 in 2012. 

Cruz and his colleagues 
have instituted modest 
cosmetic changes to make 
the place more comfort¬ 
able and, not incidentally, 
to allow them to raise room 
rates, which are now typi¬ 
cally $120 to $150. 

Thirty rooms on the fourth 
floor have been inexpen¬ 
sively renovated with new 
Ikea furniture and framed 
artwork bought from side¬ 
walk vendors. 

“We offer value and a 
clean room,” Cruz said. 
“We don’t have expensive 
tiled floors, chandeliers and 
snooty bellmen.” 

And bedbugs? Cruz said 
that after any report of in¬ 
festation, the mattress from 
that room was discarded 
and a new mattress was 
installed, wrapped in a pro¬ 
tective cover. Pest control¬ 
lers from Steritech come 
through weekly, he said. 
Housekeeping is now done 
every other day, and the 
staff is in uniform. 

“Whoever is going to buy it 


doesn’t care whether the 
staff is uniformed or not,” 
Parness said. “But it’s just 
the right thing to do. And it 
increases the income.” 

The need for a temporary 
administrator became 
evident as Tran’s surviving 
family members fought 
one another for control of 
the estate, principally the 
Hotel Carter. 

It is not entirely clear who 
Tran’s survivors are. One 
paid death notice named 
a wife, Nguyen Kim Sang, 
and four children. Another 
paid death notice listed 16 
children by name, “their 
mothers” and 15 grand¬ 
children. Some relatives still 
live at the Carter. Some are 
employed by the hotel. 
“Our expectation, when 
we sell the hotel, is that 
there will no longer be 
family members residing 
there,” said Lawrence B. 
Wolfe, a senior managing 
director of Eastdil Secured, 
which will market the prop¬ 
erty. 

Wolfe imagines the Cart¬ 
er as a three-star hotel, a 
bump up from two stars. 
“My intuition is that posi¬ 
tioning yourself as one of 
the less expensive hotels in 
a great location is where 
it’s going,” he said.Q 


Antiqueshop 

ROCOCO PLAZA 
& Greenline H.E. 

Fqr ail yoiff construction sand 

Tanki Leendert rd. 4A 

Open 9am-5pm 

Saturday SJam-lpm 
Other days: Call to Open 

Phone: 741-5640 Nancy 


FOR SALE 
Tropicana Resort 
Great Bargain!!! 

Wks 52,1 Bedr /1 Bth 
Call 737-3006 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

info@buyarubatimeshares.com 

201060 

VACATION SPECIAL 

Last minute 
Aruba Beach Club 

week 1 Jan 4-11 
ground floor until 4 p 
$575 

all other weeks just call 
583-4403 / 560-3297 

201058 


Td 5S2-D697 / 5B3-7404 
S^fcoTlond 3tr 70 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 
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Quality Apartments 

'Studio 6 Loft 4pt5. 'F ulfy Fwwsh&d 

'KittJitn / Air&j / Cot I t tv ’'Swimming Popl 
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Feet free to contort or visit us. 

Mc-n - Frl: Bsm-7pnv Sot A San: 9mn-5pn. 



DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

" I , Oranjestad 


FOR SALE 
Condo in Gold Coast 

Everything's included in this 
2 Br 2 % bath unit check it out 
now at www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

200574 

FOR SALE 

Caribbean Palm Village 
(deeded) 

E 107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $10,000 
p/week 

email: np7300@,roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

200451 


EMERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT. 
FIRE DEPT. 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 



100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


FOR SALE -RENT 
Timeshare Sale-Rent 
Paradise Villas 

Wk 2 Studio Jan 12 Rent $660 
Sale $2600 also Divi Resort 
Studios from 3/15 to 12/13 2014 
$3100 or Rent $665, 
one Br $3400 or Rent $765 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
Phone:508-651-0016 


PHARMACY 

O'STAD: Kibrahacha Tel: 582-2007 
S. NICOLAS:San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 

INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 


200579 

FOR SALE 

Week 52 Studio For Sale 
Divi Village Golf Resort 

Perfect Ocean / pool view 

priced to sell 

Fully renovated 

$4950,- 

Tel. 564-2686 

e-mail:z3837@yahoo.com 

200594 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana 

Great Bargain!!! 
Weeks 49 & 50 
2 Br/2 Bth 
Ocean Front “E” Unit 
US $6000.00 each 


Motivated Seller 
Wk 50, 2 Br/2Bth 
Ocean Front “E” Unit 
US$5900.00 


CRUISESHIP 

Jan. 5 

Seabourn Pride 
Norwegian Sun 

Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

InselAir 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

( f A _ D ^_ T !! : _ 5 !. 3 i 2 2 9 _ 9 _ 
FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Tel: 582-4433 


Good Deal 
Wk 51,1 Bedr/1 Bth 
Pool Ocean (Sun-Sun) 
US$6,000.00 
Call 737-3006 

www.buvarubatimeshares.com 

info@buvarubatimeshares.com 


201060 



Violence Against Women 


Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
TeL 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 
Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Texting, dialing while driving raises crash risk 


MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Writer 

A sophisticated, real-world 
study confirms that dial¬ 
ing, texting or reaching for 
a cellphone while driving 
raises the risk of a crash or 
near-miss, especially for 
younger drivers. But the 
research also produced a 
surprise: Simply talking on 
the phone did not prove 
dangerous, as it has in oth¬ 
er studies. 

This one did not distinguish 
between handheld and 
hands-free devices — a 
major weakness. 

And even though talk¬ 
ing doesn't require drivers 
to take their eyes off the 
road, it’s hard to talk on a 
phone without first reach¬ 
ing for it or dialing a num¬ 
ber —things that raise the 
risk of a crash, researchers 
note. 

Earlier work with simulators, 
test-tracks and cellphone 
records suggests that risky 
driving increases when 
people are on cellphones, 
especially teens. The 15-to- 
20-year-old age group ac¬ 
counts for 6 percent of all 
drivers but 10 percent of 
traffic deaths and 14 per¬ 
cent of police-reported 
crashes with injuries. 

For the new study, re¬ 
searchers at the Virginia 
Tech Transportation Insti¬ 
tute installed video cam¬ 
eras, global positioning 
systems, lane trackers, 
gadgets to measure speed 
and acceleration, and 
other sensors in the cars of 
42 newly licensed drivers 
16 or 17 years old, and 109 
adults with an average of 
20 years behind the wheel. 
The risk of a crash or near- 
miss among young drivers 
increased more than sev¬ 
enfold if they were dialing 
or reaching fora cellphone 
and fourfold if they were 
sending or receiving a 
text message. The risk also 
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In this Dec. 19, 2013 photo, a motorist talks on a cell phone while driving on an expressway in 
Chicago. 

Associated Press 


rose if they were reaching 
for something other than a 
phone, looking at a road¬ 
side object or eating. 
Among older drivers, only 
dialing a cellphone in¬ 
creased the chances of 


a crash or near miss. How¬ 
ever, that study began be¬ 
fore texting became more 
common, so researchers 
don’t know if it is as dan¬ 
gerous for them as it is for 
teens. 


Engaging in distractions in¬ 
creased as time went on 
among novice drivers but 
not among experienced 
ones. 

The National Institutes of 
Health and the National 


Highway Traffic Safety Ad¬ 
ministration paid for the 
research. Results are in 
Thursday’s New England 
Journal of Medicine. 

David Strayer, a Univer¬ 
sity of Utah scientist who 
has done research on this 
topic, said the findings that 
merely talking on a phone 
while driving was not dan¬ 
gerous is “completely at 
odds with what we found.” 
The study methods and 
tools may have underesti¬ 
mated risks because video 
cameras capture wander¬ 
ing eyes but can’t mea¬ 
sure cognitive distraction, 
he said. 

“You don’t swerve so much 
when you’re talking on a 
cellphone; you just might 
run through a red light,” 
and sensors would not 
necessarily pick up any¬ 
thing amiss unless a crash 
occurred, Strayer said. 

As for texting, “we all agree 
that things like taking your 
eyes off the road are dan¬ 
gerous,” he said.Q 


Mexico subway dig turns up unusual Aztec offering 


MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Ar¬ 
chaeologists announced 
Tuesday that excavations 
for a Mexico City subway 
extension have turned up 
what appears to be an 
unusual Aztec offering: a 
dog’s skull with holes that 
indicate it was displayed 
on a ritual skull rack nor¬ 
mally reserved for human 
sacrifice victims. 

Excavators also found a 
woman’s skull and two 
men’s skulls with similar per¬ 
forations around the tem¬ 
ple, which allowed them 
to be mounted on a pub¬ 
lic display rack known as a 
tzompantli. 
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In this May 26, 2009 image re¬ 
leased by Mexico's National 
Institute of Anthropology and 
History (INAH), the skeleton 
of a person lies next to an 
incense holder after it was 
found during excavations for 
the newest line 12 of the sub¬ 
way in Mexico City. 

Associated Press 

The find dates to between 
1350 and 1521 and is the 
first time a dog’s skull has 
been found along with a 


skull rack, according to 
Mexico’s National Institute 
of Anthropology and His¬ 
tory. The skull racks usu¬ 
ally displayed the severed 
heads of captured war¬ 
riors from rival groups, who 
were sacrificed as an of¬ 
fering to the gods. Few of 
them have actually been 
excavated. 

“We know that during the 
conquest some horse skulls 
were placed on this type 
of structure, but not dogs,” 
said institute archaeologist 
Maria de Jesus Sanchez, 
referring to an account 
documented by the Span¬ 
ish conquerors who found 
the remains of captured 
colleagues as well as their 
horses displayed on a rack. 
Since the Aztecs didn’t 
have horses, they may 
have taken the animals as 
sacred beasts, or some¬ 
thing joined with the 
horse’s rider. 

The Aztecs did have dogs, 
albeit smaller ones that sel¬ 
dom barked, so they would 
probably have known 
what they were putting on 


display. 

“Perhaps there are dogs 
associated with these altars 
in other sites and we don’t 
know it,” de Jesus said. 
One possible explanation 
might have been dogs’ 
ritual importance in death 
or burial rites. According to 
some pre-Hispanic beliefs, 
a dog accompanied his 
owner in the underworld. 
University of Florida archae¬ 
ologist Susan Gillespie, who 
was not involved in the 
project, wrote in an email 
that the appearance of 
the female skull was also 
unusual. 

“What little information we 
have on the use of skull 
racks indicates that they 
were the resting place 
for the heads of war cap¬ 
tives, and females gen¬ 
erally were not taken in 
war,” Gillespie wrote.The 
excavations were carried 
out as part of a 15-mile 
(24.5 kilometer) expansion 
of the city’s subway sta¬ 
tion. They also uncovered 
about 100 burials, mostly of 
children. □ 
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‘Big Bang Theory’ 
star Kaley Cuoco 
gets married 


Copyright 2014 The This Sept. 20, 2013 file photo shows actress 
Kaley Cuoco, right, and Ryan Sweeting at the 2013 Entertain¬ 
ment Weekly Pre-Emmy Party in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


SANTA SUSANA, Calif. (AP) 

— “The Big Bang Theory” 
star Kaley Cuoco is starting 
off 2014 as a Mrs. 

Cuoco's representative, 
Melissa Kates, says the ac¬ 
tress wed tennis pro Ryan 
Sweeting in a New Year's 
Eve ceremony at a ranch 
in Santa Susana, California. 
Afterward, 

the 28-year-old Cuoco 
posted a few photos with 


her 26-year-old husband 
on her Instagram account. 
She wore a pink Vera 
Wang wedding gown and 
captioned one picture as 
“Greatest night of my en¬ 
tire life.” 

The couple dated for three 
months before getting en¬ 
gaged in September. 
Cuoco previously dated 
her “Big Bang” co-star 
Johnny GaleckiQ 


‘American Hustle,’ ‘Her’ 
get Producers Guild nods 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Da¬ 
vid O. Russell’s corruption 
tale “American Hustle," 
Spike Jonze’s digital ro¬ 
mance “Her" and Steve 
McQueen’s historic saga 
“12 Years a Slave” are 
among the film nominees 
for the Producers Guild of 
America. 

Ten films were announced 
as contenders Thursday, 
including the Woody Allen 
comedy “Blue Jasmine," 
Somali pirate thriller “Cap¬ 
tain Phillips,” AIDS drama 
“Dallas Buyers Club,” lost- 
in-space odyssey “Grav¬ 
ity,” small-town comedy 
“Nebraska,” making-of- 
"Mary Poppins” story “Sav¬ 
ing Mr. Banks” and stock¬ 
broker feat “The Wolf of 
Wall Street.” 

The guild, a company 
of Hollywood produc¬ 
ers, grants its 25th annual 
awards on Jan. 19. 

Winners of the top honor 
often go on to take the 
best-picture prize at the 
Academy Awards, held on 
March 2.Q 



This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Cate 
Blanchett in a scene from “Blue Jasmine.” 

Associated Press 


NASA responds to Beyonce’s 
Challenger sample use 


CHRIS TALBOTT 
AP Music Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 

— NASA officials say the 
Space Shuttle Challenger 
disaster “should never be 
trivialized” in response to 
a new song from Beyonce 
that features an audio 
sample recorded just af¬ 
ter the craft exploded on 
takeoff in 1986, killing all 
seven crewmembers. 

The space agency issued 
the statement late Tuesday 
after the pop star began to 
receive criticism from Chal¬ 
lenger families and others 
for using the short sample 
that includes the words 
“major malfunction” as an 
allusion to a failed relation¬ 
ship. 


“The Challenger accident 
is an important part of our 
history; a tragic reminder 
that space exploration is 
risky and should never be 
trivialized,” said the state¬ 
ment from Lauren B. Wor¬ 
ley, NASA’s press secre¬ 
tary. “NASA works every 
day to honor the legacy 
of our fallen astronauts as 
we carry out our mission to 
reach for new heights and 
explore the universe.” 
NASA’s response came af¬ 
ter Beyonce explained the 
use of the short snippet in 
a statement to ABC News 
Tuesday that stopped short 
of an apology. The sample 
appears at the beginning 
of her song “XO” from her 
new self-titled album. 


Among those critical of the 
sample was June Scobee 
Rodgers, widow of Chal¬ 
lenger commander Dick 
Scobee. She told ABC in a 
statement that she was dis¬ 
appointed and described 
the use of the sample as 
“emotionally difficult.” 

“My heart goes out to the 
families of those lost in the 
Challenger disaster,” Be¬ 
yonce’s statement said. 
“The song ‘XO’ was re¬ 
corded with the sincerest 
intention to help heal those 
who have lost loved ones 
and to remind us that unex¬ 
pected things happen, so 
love and appreciate every 
minute that you have with 
those who mean the most 
to you. □ 


In this Feb. 3, 2013 file photo, recording artist Beyonce performs at Super Bowl XLVII, in New Or¬ 
leans. 

Associated Press 
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Though ‘Spider-Man’ leaving Broadway, a 



In this theater publicity image released by The O and M Co., Christopher Tierney portrays Spider- 
Man in the musical “Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark,” in New York. 

Associated Press 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Be¬ 
fore Spider-Man takes his 
final bow on Broadway 
this weekend, the show is 
swinging into history in an¬ 
other way. 

Producers of “Spider-Man: 
Turn Off the Dark" said 
Thursday that the Smithso¬ 
nian Institution is inducting 
one of the hero’s first cos¬ 
tumes into the permanent 
collection at the National 
Museum of American His¬ 
tory in Washington. 

The red-and-blue costume 
designed by Eiko Ishioka 
and worn by actor Reeve 
Carney will join a collec¬ 
tion of iconic Americana 
that boasts the ruby slippers 
from “The Wizard of Oz," a 
Kermit the Frog puppet, 
the first car driven across 
the United States, a lock of 
Sir Walter Scott’s hair, Tony 
Hawk’s first skateboard and 
a light bulb made by Thom¬ 
as Edison. “The Smithsonian 
is the gatekeeper when 
it comes to the American 
popular culture canon, so 
this feels like a kind of cor¬ 
onation for all of us,” said 
Michael Cohl, a lead pro¬ 
ducer. Ishioka, an Acade¬ 
my Award-winner who de¬ 
signed surrealistic costumes 
for such films as “Mirror Mir¬ 
ror,” "The Cell" and Francis 
Ford Coppola’s “Dracula,” 
earned a Tony nomination 


for her big, bold costumes 
for “Spider-Man: Turn Off 
the Dark,” including the 
tricky task of freshening Spi¬ 
der-Man’s iconic look. 

To make it, Ishioka, who 
died in 2012, came up with 
a new spider design on the 
costume’s chest and had 
to make sure her new suit 
didn’t stray too far from 
Marvel Comic’s signature 
look, according to Tracy 
Roberts, Ishioka’s studio 
manager. 

Ishioka ignored the comic 
book’s Crayola-like blue 
and red for a sophisticat¬ 


ed ombre effect in which 
shades of color graduate 
from light to dark or dark to 
light. A close look at Spider- 
Man’s suit reveals many 
variations of color as the 
red arms gradually bleed 
into the blue legs. “She 
wanted to make it her own, 
and I think she achieved 
that in a really great way 
by painting within the lines 
but really giving it her own 
spin,” said Roberts. 

Roberts, who is eager for 
the general public to ap¬ 
preciate Ishioka’s diverse 
designs legacy, said the 


Smithsonian’s honor is a 
“wonderful way to rec¬ 
ognize her body of work." 
Among Ishioka’s accom¬ 
plishments were the sets 
and costumes for David 
Henry Hwang’s 1988 drama 
“M. Butterfly” and the cos¬ 
tumed for the opening cer¬ 
emony of the 2008 Summer 
Olympics in Beijing. 

“It’s wonderful that this 
great designer from Japan 
who has done so many 
different international de¬ 
sign projects would find 
her work at this incredibly 
iconic American place,” 


part stays 

said Roberts. “It’s a great 
honor.” 

“Spider-Man: Turn Off the 
Dark” — Broadway's most 
expensive show, with a 
price tag of $75 million — 
had a rocky start, with six 
delays in its opening night, 
injuries to several actors, a 
shake-up that led to the fir¬ 
ing of original director Julie 
Taymor and critical drub¬ 
bing. But the musical, with 
songs by U2’s Bono and The 
Edge, became a hit in 2011 
and was among Broad¬ 
way’s biggest earners until 
springing a leak this sum¬ 
mer. It closes Saturday after 
having played 1,268 perfor¬ 
mances and grossing more 
than $200 million. Next stop: 
Las Vegas. 

Though the timing of the 
Smithsonian’s honor coin¬ 
cides with the show’s clos¬ 
ing, Cohl waves away any 
suggestion that it is a vindi¬ 
cation for the beleaguered 
cast and crew. 

“I don’t know if I'd call it 
vindication, but it’s very 
satisfying. Theater is such 
an ephemeral art form 
— which is what makes it 
so thrilling and so frustrat¬ 
ing. No matter how long it 
runs in Las Vegas, or how 
many cities it plays, it’s still 
impermanent. So there is 
something very satisfying 
about knowing a piece of 
our show will be preserved 
forever.” 



This photo provided by NBC shows James Avery as 
Philip Banks from season 2 of the TV series, “The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air.” Avery, 65, the bulky character actor 
who laid down the law as the Honorable Philip Banks 
has died. 


James Avery of ‘Fresh Prince’ fame dead at 68 


NEW YORK (AP) — James Av¬ 
ery, the bulky character ac¬ 
tor who laid down the law 
at home and on the job as 
the Honorable Philip Banks in 
“The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air,” 
has died. 

Avery’s publicist, Cynthia Sny¬ 
der, told The Associated Press 
that Avery died Tuesday in 
Glendale, California, follow¬ 
ing complications from open 
heart surgery. He was 68, Sny¬ 
der said. 

Avery, who stood more than 
6 feet (2 meters) tall, played 
the family patriarch and a 
wealthy attorney and judge 
on the popular TV comedy 
that launched the acting 
career of Will Smith as Banks’ 


troublemaking nephew. 

The sitcom, which aired on 
NBC from 1990 to 1996, was 
set in the Banks’ mansion, to 
which Smith’s character was 
sent from Philadelphia when 
things got tough in his own 
neighborhood. Fans came to 
know the imposing Banks as 
“Uncle Phil.” 

Avery liked to say that the 
way to be an actor was to 
act, and he had a busy and 
diverse career before, during 
and after “Fresh Prince.” 

His TV credits included “Grey’s 
Anatomy," ‘’NYPD Blue” and 
“Dallas,” and among his 
many films were “Fletch,” 
‘’Nightflyers" and “8 Million 
Ways to Die.” His voice alone 


brought him many jobs, no¬ 
tably as Shredder in the ani¬ 
mated TV series “Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles.” 
According to Snyder, he will 
be seen in the film “Wish I Was 
Here,” directed by Zach Braff 
and scheduled to premiere 
later this month at the Sun¬ 
dance festival. 

Avery grew up in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, and served 
in the Navy in Vietnam in the 
late 1960s. After returning to 
the states, he settled in Cali¬ 
fornia and studied drama 
and literature at the University 
of California at San Diego. 

He is survived by his wife, Bar¬ 
bara, and stepson, Kevin Wa¬ 
ters. 
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Fiscal Fever Breaks 
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For 2014, Tweet Less, Read More 


PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

In 2012, President Barack 
Obama, ever hopeful that 
reason will prevail, predicted 
that his re-election would fi¬ 
nally break the GOP's “fever." 
It didn’t. 

But the intransigence of the 
right wasn't the only disease 
troubling America’s body poli¬ 
tic in 2012. We were also suf¬ 
fering from fiscal fever: the in¬ 
sistence by virtually the entire 
political and media establish¬ 
ment that budget deficits were 
our most important and urgent 
economic problem, even 
though the federal govern¬ 
ment could borrow at incred¬ 
ibly low interest rates. Instead 
of talking about mass unem¬ 
ployment and soaring inequal¬ 
ity, Washington was almost 
exclusively focused on the al¬ 
leged need to slash spending 
(which would worsen the jobs 
crisis) and hack away at the 
social safety net (which would 
worsen inequality). 

So the good news is that this fe¬ 
ver, unlike the fever of the Tea 
Party, has finally broken. 

True, the fiscal scolds are still out 
there, and still getting worship¬ 
ful treatment from some news 
organizations. As the Colum¬ 
bia Journalism Review recently 
noted, many reporters retain 
the habit of “treating deficit¬ 
cutting as a non-ideological 
objective while portraying 
other points of view as partisan 
or political." But the scolds are 
no longer able to define the 
bounds of respectable opinion. 
For example, when the usual 
suspects recently piled on Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren over her call 
for an expansion of Social Se¬ 
curity, they clearly ended up 
enhancing her stature. 

What changed? I'd suggest 
that at least four things hap¬ 
pened to discredit deficit-cut- 
ting ideology. 

First, the political premise be¬ 
hind “centrism" - that moder¬ 
ate Republicans would be will¬ 
ing to meet Democrats halfway 
in a Grand Bargain combining 
tax hikes and spending cuts - 
became untenable. There are 
no moderate Republicans. To 
the extent that there are de¬ 
bates between the Tea Party 
and non-Tea Party wings of the 
GOP, they’re about political 
strategy, not policy substance. 
Second, a combination of rising 
tax receipts and falling spend¬ 
ing has caused federal borrow¬ 
ing to plunge. This is actually a 
bad thing, because premature 
deficit-cutting damages our 
still-weak economy - in fact, 


we’d probably be close to full 
employment now but for the 
unprecedented fiscal austerity 
of the past three years. But a 
falling deficit has undermined 
the scare tactics so central 
to the “centrist" cause. Even 
longer-term projections of fed¬ 
eral debt no longer look at all 
alarming. 

Speaking of scare tactics, 2013 
was the year journalists and 
the public finally grew weary of 
the boys who cried wolf. There 
was a time when audiences lis¬ 
tened raptly to forecasts of fis¬ 
cal doom - for example, when 
Erskine Bowles and Alan Simp¬ 
son, co-chairmen of Obama's 
debt commission, warned that 
a severe fiscal crisis was likely 
within two years. But that was 
almost three years ago. 

Finally, over the course of 2013 
the intellectual case for debt 
panic collapsed. Normally, 
technical debates among 
economists have relatively little 
impact on the political world, 
because politicians can al¬ 
most always find experts - or, in 
many cases, “experts" - to tell 
them what they want to hear. 
But what happened in the year 
behind us may have been an 
exception. 

For those who missed it or have 
forgotten, for several years fis¬ 
cal scolds in both Europe and 
the United States leaned heav¬ 
ily on a paper by two highly-re¬ 
spected economists, Carmen 
Reinhart and Kenneth Rogoff, 
suggesting that government 
debt has severe negative ef¬ 
fects on growth when it ex¬ 
ceeds 90 percent of GDP. From 
the beginning, many econo¬ 
mists expressed skepticism 
about this claim. In particular, 
it seemed immediately obvious 
that slow growth often causes 
high debt, not the other way 
around - as has surely been 
the case, for example, in both 
Japan and Italy. But in political 
circles the 90 percent claim 
nonetheless became gospel. 
Then Thomas Herndon, a grad¬ 
uate student at the University of 
Massachusetts, reworked the 
data, and found that the ap¬ 
parent cliff at 90 percent dis¬ 
appeared once you corrected 
a minor error and added a few 
more data points. 

Now, it’s not as if fiscal scolds 
really arrived at their position 
based on statistical evidence. 
As the old saying goes, they 
used Reinhart-Rogoff the way 
a drunk uses a lamppost - for 
support, not illumination. Still, 
they suddenly lost that sup¬ 
port, and with it the ability to 
pretend that economic neces¬ 
sity justified their ideological 
agenda. Still, does any of this 
matter? You could argue that 
it doesn’t - that fiscal scolds 
may have lost control of the 
conversation, but that we’re 
still doing terrible things like 
cutting off benefits to the long¬ 
term unemployed. But while 
policy remains terrible, we’re 
finally starting to talk about real 
issues like inequality, not a fake 
fiscal crisis. And that has to be 
a move in the right direction.□ 
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My mother was always lavish 
with advice, little of it original - 
she was hardly the first to cau¬ 
tion against horizontal stripes for 
anyone broader than Barbie - 
but much of it unimpeachable. 
As 2013 draws to a close and I 
think about the fever pitch and 
jagged edges of so much of its 
discourse, I find myself flashing 
back on one of her caveats in 
particular. 

“Count to 10 before you 
speak,” she frequently said, 
and she meant not just that you 
can't take back what's already 
been uttered. She meant that 
pauses are the spaces in which 
passions cool, civility gets its 
oxygen and wisdom quite pos¬ 
sibly finds its wings. She meant 
that slowing things down often 
classes them up. 

What would she have made 
of the social media born long 
after she died? Of a world in 
which so many of us, entranced 
by the opportunity for instant 
expression and an immedi¬ 
ate audience, post unformed 
thoughts, half-baked wit or 
splenetic reactions before we 
can even count to three? 

It feels at times as if contempla¬ 
tion has given way to expecto¬ 
ration, with speed overtaking 
sense and nuance exiting the 
equation. And I'm talking about 
more than the rising count of 
reputations forfeited and ca¬ 


reers dashed in 140 characters 
or fewer, of crackups like that 
of a prominent New York publi¬ 
cist who recently tweeted what 
she apparently meant to be a 
joke about not having to worry 
about AIDS in Africa because 
she’s white. I'm talking about 
a revved-up metabolism and 
roughened-up manners. 

Lately there’s been a bit of 
academic attention to our eti¬ 
quette online, which is where 
so many of us spend more and 
more of our time. It rightly notes 
how much rudeness makes its 
way onto message boards and 
into Facebook threads, how 
quickly the back-and-forth on 
websites turns nasty. 

That happens in part because 
the exchanges are disembod¬ 
ied: We don't have to face 
whomever we're lashing out at. 
But it’s also because they’re im¬ 
pulsive. Their timbre conforms 
to their tempo. Both are coarse. 
Conversely, there was talk this 
year about the benefits of an 
activity that’s in some ways the 
antithesis of texting and tweet¬ 
ing with their rat-tat-tat rhythm. 
That activity is the reading of 
fiction. According to some re¬ 
searchers, people who settle 
into it are more empathetic 
- more attuned to what those 
around them think and feel - 
than people who don't. 

I buy that, and not from a van¬ 
tage point of cultural snob¬ 
bery or because I’m a Luddite. 
Trust me, I watch inexcusable 
amounts of television, much of 
it proudly lowbrow. I consume 
most of my newspapers and 
magazines online and almost 
all of my books on an iPad, 
and I depend gratefully on 
email and instant messaging to 
maintain friendships that might 
otherwise have fallen by the 
wayside. But I’d bet big on real 
reading, fiction or nonfiction, 
as a prompt for empathy and 
a whole lot more: coolhead- 
edness, maybe even open- 
mindedness, definitely delib¬ 
eration. It doesn’t just yank you 
outside of yourself, making you 
consider other viewpoints with¬ 


out allowing for the incessant 
interjection and exaltation of 
your own. It slackens the pace. 
Forces a pause. 

Last week I lingered over an 
excellent book, "The Righteous 
Mind: Why Good People are Di¬ 
vided by Politics and Religion,” 
by the social psychologist Jon¬ 
athan Haidt. Published in 2012, 
it plumbs the relationship be¬ 
tween emotion and reason. 
And one of Haidt’s observa¬ 
tions, relevant to an era in 
which partisans stake their 
ground and fortify their opinions 
at the start rather than the end 
of a discussion, is that people 
are more likely to be moved 
by information that challenges 
their prejudices if they're pre¬ 
vented from responding to it 
straightaway and it has time to 
sink in, to steep. 

Is there enough such time these 
days? Amid what’s trending 
on Twitter and swiftly going vi¬ 
ral throughout cyberspace, is 
there an adequate premium 
on it? In 2014 and beyond, one 
of our challenges will be to ex¬ 
ploit the great advantages of 
social media - as town crier, as 
public square, as connector - 
while sidestepping the pitfalls, 
chief among them the encour¬ 
agement of, and reward for, 
hasty pronouncements, which 
are all too often intemper¬ 
ate ones. On social media, on 
many blogs and along other 
byways of the Internet, the per¬ 
son you disagree with isn’t just 
misinformed but moronic, cor¬ 
rupt, evil. Complaints become 
rants. Rants become diatribes. 
And this tendency travels to 
cable news shows. Congress 
and statehouses, where com¬ 
batants shout first and ask ques¬ 
tions later. For more than two 
decades, there’s been a cel¬ 
ebration of slow food. Over the 
past few years, we’ve proved 
receptive to slow TV. What we 
really need is slow debate. It 
would trade the sugary highs 
and lows of rapid-fire outrage 
for a more balanced diet. 
We’d be healthier. Probably 
happier, too.Q 
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Carrying On Presidential Tradition, One Round At A Time 


ASHLEY PARKER 
© 2014 New York Times 
KANEOHE, Hawaii - No one 

should ever question Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s pas¬ 
sion for golf. He has played 
some of the country’s most 
picturesque courses, held 
a debt-limit “golf summit” 
with House Speaker John 
A. Boehner, taken on Tiger 
Woods and found time to 
steal away for a round in 
political good times and 
bad. 

The extent of Obama’s 
love of golf has been on 
display during his winter va¬ 
cation in Hawaii, where he 
has played seven out of his 
12 days here, for as much 
as six hours at a time. On 
one outing, he played so 
slowly he could get in only 
17 holes before it became 
too dark to continue. 

“I don’t know how he can 
play so much freaking 
golf, man,” said Howard 
Dashefsky, the director of 
sales and communications 
at Pacific Links Hawaii. “My 
back would fall off.” 
Obama’s dedication has 
not gone unnoticed by 
Republicans, who have 




President Barack Obama makes his approach shot to the 18th green at Mid-Pacific County Club 
in Kailua, Hawaii, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2014. The first family is in Hawaii for their annual holiday 
vacation. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 



President Barack Obama smiles as he walks from 18th green at 
Mid-Pacific County Club in Kailua, Hawaii, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 
2014, as he golfs with Marty Nesbitt, Bobby Titcomb, Sam Kass, 
Marvin Nicholson, and Andrew Dibble. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


taken advantage politi¬ 
cally. In its gimmicky list of 
recommended New Year’s 
resolutions for Obama, the 
Republican National Com¬ 
mittee offered this one: “I 
resolve to spend less time 
on the golf course.” 
Historically, Obama is hard¬ 
ly alone on the putting 
green. If horse racing is the 
“sport of kings,” golf is the 
sport of U.S. presidents. Fif¬ 
teen of the past 18 of them 
have played, and their ap¬ 
proach to the game has 
often illustrated their char¬ 
acter in office. 

According to Don Van 
Natta Jr., author of “First Off 
the Tee: Presidential Hack¬ 
ers, Duffers, and Cheaters 
From Taft to Bush,” Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, famous for 
his vacations and delegat¬ 
ing White House business 
to aides, played 36 holes a 
week. 

Richard M. Nixon was awk¬ 
ward on the course, and a 
cheat. Bill Clinton was fa¬ 
mous for his mulligans, or 
do-overs. The two George 
Bushes were quick to take 
action. 

Obama is known for his 
slow, deliberative play. 

On the 18th hole at the Mid 
Pacific Country Club on 
Oahu last week, Obama 
crouched to survey his final 
shot, took several practice 
swings and then putted, 
with the ball stopping just 
short of the hole. By the time 
he had finished, roughly five 
hours had elapsed since his 
arrival. (The PGA frowns on 
slow play, threatening pen¬ 
alties.) 

“Six hours is an especially 
long round of golf, and five 
is on the long side, too," 
said Van Natta, a former 
New York Times correspon¬ 
dent. 

“He strives to be a bo- 
gey-a-hole golfer; that’s 
a handicap of 18,” Van 
Natta added, explaining 
how Obama aims to finish 
l-over par on every hole. 
“That’s still pretty respect¬ 
able." 

In Hawaii, Obama has 
tackled the courses at Mid 
Pacific (a 1926 course by 
designer Seth Raynor), the 
Ko’olau Golf Club (“one of 
the country’s most punish¬ 
ing layouts,” according to 
Golf.com and surround¬ 


ed by stunning volcanic 
peaks) and the Royal Ha¬ 
waiian Golf Club (known 
to locals as Jurassic Park 
for its lush tropical surround¬ 
ings.). He has also played 
the course at Marine Corps 
Base Hawaii here several 
times. 

Obama’s methodical style 
of play has its defenders. 
Dashefsky called it the 
“way it’s supposed to be 
played.” 

The president’s long hours 
on the course are one of 
his few chances to escape 
the demands of the White 
House and relax, said peo¬ 
ple familiar with his game. 
His golf partners here are a 
familiar cast of characters: 
White House aides (Sam 
Kass, the Obamas’ chef, 
and Marvin Nicholson, the 
trip director); two longtime 
Chicago friends (Marty 
Nesbitt and Eric Whitaker); 
and buddies from his time 
in high school here (Mike 
Ramos and Bobby Tit- 
comb). 

Obama’s style is in contrast 
to the way both Bushes 
approached the game. 
They were famous for their 
speed, routinely playing 
18 holes in less than three 
hours, in what was some¬ 
times called “aerobic golf" 
or “polo golf." 

George H.W. Bush had a 
personal best of an hour 
and 24 minutes for 18 holes. 
“We weren’t trying to break 
a record,” said Ken Raynor, 
a longtime golf partner for 
Bush family members who is 
the head golf pro at Coral 
Creek Club in Placida, Fla., 
and a pro at Cape Arundel 
Golf Club in Kennebunk- 
port, Maine. 

“The activity level was just 
at that pace.” 

The president most dedi¬ 
cated to golf may have 
been Eisenhower, who 
played nearly 800 rounds 
during his eight years in of¬ 
fice. 

He became known as the 
“golfer in chief" and - given 
his fondness for playing 18 
holes on Wednesdays and 
Sundays - as the inventor of 
the “36-hole workweek.” 

In comparison, according 
to records kept by the CBS 
News correspondent Mark 
Knoller, Obama has played 
158 rounds.□ 






















